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India and SAARC

Prof. Sanjay Marathe
Arts, Com. & Sci. College, Nandgaon, (Nashik)

Jelclclclclelelelelok

The great Indian authority on political
economy, Kautilya, had observed that "your
neighbour is likely to be your enemy but the
neighbour of your neighbour is likely to be your
friend" This adage reflected the reality of his
times when the satraps were carving out a niche
for themselves m the geographic space then
known as Bharat.

Today we witness a close and mutually
reinforcing relationship between new economic
policies followed by South Asian governments,
regional couperation and global interdependence.
South-South cooperation has emerged as a
significant force in the global arena. The costs
of non-cooperation among neighbours rise
exponentially over a period of time. As a result,
the economics of neighborhood is, by and large,
now appreciated in South Asia. Emerging
problems of trans-national character such as
drug trafficking, AIDS, terrorism, environmental
degradation and conservation of biodiversity,
call for diplomacy of good neighbourhood. Thus,
today, there is greater need than ever before in
the history of this planet for regional concerts
where in the words of late Willy Brandt, the great
political thinker-statesman of our times, "the
countries concentrate and harmonise their
interests and thus create building blocks for a
better world order".

Endless and pointless discussions aimed
at seeking static substantive solutions to indi-
vidual structural problems and conflicts in South
Asia obscure the central fact that durable peace
can be brought about only through understanding
of, and agreements on, some overarching
concepts especially about medium and

long-term role of India and that of regional
cooperation in shaping South Asia's future. There
are misgivings about India's policies vis-a-vis
other South .Asian countries and also about its
due place inthe international community. These
are matched by inadequate understanding in
India that the perspectives of present global
politics impose serious constraints and
limitations to the pursuit of purely national
interests and objectives by any single country
irrespective of its size.

We may be witnessing — sooner rather
man later — the emergence of a new face of
diplomacy is South Asia that puts premium on
regional cooperation. In his first television
interview after taking over as the new Foreign
Minister, Mr. Inder Kumar Guijral, placed regional
cooperation at the top of his agenda. He knows
best about he coexistence of conflict and
cooperation in South Asia. Under his leadership
we can expect a new face of diplomacy in South
Asia, whose complexities call for creative
dialogue and cooperative approaches. The
political architecture of India in he 21st Century
has to be such that it fits with the architecture
of South Asia as a whole. The vision, goals and
strategies of the Indian foreign policy need to
take into account this central objective as India
prepares itself for its role in SAARC in the
second decade of its functioning.

There are lessons to be drawn from
European history and contemporary developments
in that part of the world. Equally we need to
study evolving regionalism in Asia-Pacific with
their new definitions.

Lest the point be misunderstood, it
needs to be emphasised that India's role in the
region around it, and in the world at large,
extends well beyond SAARC by virtue of its
geographic location and size. India's larger role
and its recognition as such internationally is
evident from the current developments regarding
cooperation among the Indian Ocean Rim
countries, its emergence as a full dialogue
partner of ASEAN and its growing cooperation
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with Hast Asian countries. The point, however,
is that a strengthened SAARC will put power
behind India's international diplomacy particularly
in the Afro-Asian region. The enhanced
involvement of India in SAARC will facilitate
achievement of its aspirations for playing a role
for promoting regional cooperation in Asia, for
strengthening Afro-Asian solidarity, for forging
collective positions of non-aligned countries on
matters of common concern, for the unity of the
Group of 77 for purposes of North-South dialogue
and South-South cooperation.

India's role in SAARC can be truly
effective only if its partners will, in turn, play
their due role. Also India's wider interaction with
the India Ocean Rim countries and with those
of Asia-Pacific region will certainly facilitate
development of cooperation of other SAARC
countries with them.

The medium and long-term economic
interests and objectives of India are:

e integration with global economy;

e attracting foreign direct Investment in
the present situation of financial squeeze;

e liberalised and non-discriminatory
access to foreign markets, goods, services and
manpower; and

e assured access on best possible terms
to raw materials, intermediates and technologies.

The paradigm of India's economic
diplomacy envisages strengthening of economic
ties through bilateral, sub-regional and regional
cooperation with all the countries of the region.
Its overall effect will be to create positive
political constituencies in relations among
countries especially where background of
differences of conflicts exist.

Important objectives of good
neighbourhood diplomacy ought to be
imparting of momentum to SAARC in all fields
where cooperation exists and working for
political understanding through South Asian
political dialogue, as India seeks to strengthen
links with ASEAN, the Indian Ocean Rim
countries and APEC.

We can now proceed to delineate some
salient aspects of India's possible role in SAARC.
India must play an enhanced and pro-active role
in pushing economic cooperation. The role of
the Indian private sector will be pivotal. Current
efforts, though praiseworthy, arc of a fragmented
nature. All such efforts need to be coordinated
and concerned segments of society should
galvanise themselves for purposeful action.
India is well placed to take the initiative for
convening a South-Asian Economic Cooperation
Conference (SAECC) bringing together
businessmen, academics and government officials
of its neighbours with their Indian counterparts.

In a way Integrated Programme of
Action (IPA) predates SAARC as it started with
five subjects identified in the very first meeting
of Foreign Secretaries held in April 1981 in
Colombo which considered the proposal made
by late President Zia ur-Rehman of Bangladesh
on South Asian regional cooperation. Now it
covers 11 major areas of agriculture, communi-
cations, education and culture, environment and
meteorology, health and population activities,
prevention of drug trafficking and drug abuse,
rural development, science and technology,
tourism, transport and women in development.

The size and resources of India, the
scientific and technical knowhow which it
possesses and wide range of technology which
it has developed, places it in an eminent
position to take initiatives in many areas which
will be seen by its neighbours as demonstrably
helpful. The field of science and technology is
an arc; where India's role can

be very important. Significant
programmes of cooperation can be developed
in the fields of agriculture and food security,
energy and environment The vast network of
infrastructure that exists in India in the field of
human resource development can be used
optimally for the benefit of other South Asian
countries also. India can also take a lead role in
establishing linkages and networking of
institutions dealing with subjects covered by the
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IP A for the entire South Asian region.

The fledgling SAARC Documentation
Centre (SDC), now functioning from INSDOC in
New Delhi, needs to be strengthened, if
necessary by unilateral contributions from
India. It can also serve as a SAARC Information
Centre at a time when people all over South Asia
are keen to know the facts and working of SAARC.

Though SAARC has now clearly moved
into the core areas of economic cooperation,
certain misperceptions and lack of political
understanding are coming in way of faster
progress. Appropriate mechanisms for
confidence building and conflict resolution need
to be identified so that SAARC countries can
cope with and possibly resolve conflicts that
bedevil the region. For this purpose it is
important to have uninterrupted,
institutionalised and structured political
dialogues both at bilateral and regional levels.
In the past, as indeed was noted by the late Mr.
Rajeev Gandhi, annual meetings at summit level
not only helped to underline the importance
attached to SAARC and also afforded
opportunities for intimate informal discussions
both among the seven leaders and bilaterally.
The symbiotic relationship between healthy
regional cooperation and tension-free bilateral
ties necessitates the revival of this practice. In
fact, it is important for India to work for
commencing process of political consultations
and dialogue which proceeds in tendem with
present South Asian regional cooperation. How
this can be done without doing violence to the
SAARC Charter is the challenge before Indian
Diplomacy.

References : -

1. Dynamics of International Relations -
Navnihal Singh.

2. Theory of International Relations
Etd - Abdul Asaid.

3. International Relations Theory and
History (Since world war - 11) Valume | & I
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India’s Trade Relationship with

SAARC- Current Initiatives and
Challenges Ahead

Prof. Sunil J. Kavade
Director, Gandhian Studies Center,
Ahmednagar College, Ahmednagar
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Ahmednagar College, Ahmednagar.

Prof. Firoj B. Shaikh

Research Associate, Gandhian Studies Centre,
Ahmednagar College, Ahmednagar,
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B.P.H.E. Society’s, Ahmednagar College,
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Introduction

SAARC was established in December
1985 during the first SAARC summit that was
held in Dhaka. After gaining independence from
the British rule, India adopted the policy of
National Self Reliance and next formed SAARC
along with six other member nations of South
Asia namely: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Pakistan,
Nepal, Maldives, India and Sri Lanka which
continue to be its members till date. Along with
this there are some observer states like -
Australia, China, the European Union, Iran,
Japan, Mauritius, Myanmar, South Korea and the
United States.

India succeeded in building excellent
trade relations and cordial relations on social,
political and economic front with the six SAARC
countries. India has been an active member of
the SAARC and aims and fostering better
mutual understanding by supporting people-to-
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people initiatives. India offers a great source
of potential investment in terms of trade and
commerce as it is the sole SAARC member to
be sharing borders with all six members via
land or sea.

SAARC’s prime objectives include:
promoting the welfare of the people of South
Asia, accelerating the Economic growth, social
progress; providing dignified livelihood to all
individuals and on a larger scale promoting the
self-reliance amongst the South Asian nations
and building trust and appreciation for other
countries’ problems.

The recent visit by the Hon. PM Narendra
Modi to a number of foreign countries, and
signing up of numbers of treaties particularly in
the domain of trade and commerce, economic
issues along with invitation for foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) and the emergence of so called
slogan “Make In India” in a large scale to
create quality product which can be competitive
inthe international market by creating a condu-
cive domestic economic and trade atmosphere/
regime inside the country, has larger repercus-
sion, particularly in international politics. This
has triggered the whole dynamics of image
building, boosting of self confidence and
opening up of wider horizon for our future
relationship among other nations.

Historically in the recent past, two broad
trends have developed in the last decade as
India has sought to strengthen its relationships
with neighbours a back up the initiative with
fast-changing international policies. One trend
is that with its growing economic clout, India is
spending internationally to assist with mutually
beneficial projects and is thus investment in
global development. The other is that this clout
and India’s rising profile are raising tensions and
rivalries with immediate neighbours. The world
is taking note of India on both these counts.
India’s ability and willingness to spend has
helped, but the results are uneven and slow.
Hence the need of the hour to begin with, we

should look at our immediate neighbours.
India and SAARC - Trade Initiatives

All the SAARC countries had made
certain agreements and provisions for increase
in trade and commerce of its member’s state.
SAPTA

SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA) was signed in 1993 and entered into
force in 1995. The Agreement reflected the
desire of the Member States to promote and
sustain mutual trade and economic cooperation
within the SAARC region through the exchange
of concessions. SAPTA had no significant impact
on intra-regional trade of SAARC - It was firstly,
one of the least ambitious trading agreements.
The agreements provided for a positive list; the
trade of the items on positive list could be
regulated. There was a lack of commitments on
tariff reduction; it was a completely voluntary
arrangement. There was no clarity on rules of
origin. There was no provision for a Dispute
Settlement Mechanism.
SAFTA

The South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
is an agreement reached in 2004 to create
SAARC free trade area. The members of SAARC
signed a framework agreement on SAFTA to
reduce customs duties of all traded goods to
zero by the year 2016. The SAFTA agreement
came into force on 1 January 2006 and is
operational following the ratification of the
agreement by the seven governments. Major
instruments of SAFTA:- Trade Liberalization
Programme, Rules of Origin, Institutional
Arrangements, Consultations and Dispute
Settlement Procedures, Safeguard Measures,
Special Provisions for Least Developing
Countries of SAARC. Though an advance over
SAPTA, SAFTA has not been able to improve the
trade relations of SAARC members significantly
-Intra-regional trade is still below 5% of the
total trade of the SAARC members. The concept
of ‘sensitive list’ exists in SAFTA; trade of the
commodities on sensitive list can be regulated
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by the countries. The countries continue to
maintain big sensitive lists. Though there is a
commitment on reducing tariff barriers; non-
tariff barriers still remain high. The trade
between India-Pakistan, the two largest
members of SAARC, is still languishing at less
than 3 billion US $; studies suggest that an equal
amount of trade happens through the Dubai
route and illegal trade. Pakistan is yet to award
India, the status of Most Favored Nation (MFN).
SAARC 18TH Summit, 2014 Outcomes

The 36-point concluding Kathmandu
Declaration states that members will continue
their efforts to intensify regional cooperation on
connectivity, renew their commitment to a South
Asian Economic Union, strengthen the Social
Window of the SAARC Development Fund, and
reiterate their commitment to free South Asia
from poverty. Three important agreements
related to connectivity—the Agreement for the
Regulation of Passenger and Cargo Vehicular
Traffic, the SAARC Regional Agreement on
Railways, and the SAARC Framework Agreement
for Energy Cooperation (Electricity), were
expected to be signed. The first two agreements
were stalled because Pakistan held back,
saying it still had to complete its “internal
processes” regarding these pacts. The third, on
energy, was signed.

During the last Summit, leaders of India,
Nepal and Bangladesh had agreed to construct
railway lines connecting the three countries and
to convene Expert Group Meeting on the Motor
Vehicles Agreement. It was also agreed that
container train service will be started between
the three countries. These moves are likely to
get a boost in the 18th SAARC summit.

The Indian government during the
Summit will stress on enhancing connectivity
between India and other SAARC countries, most
of which share borders with India. The Cabinet,
chaired by the Prime Minister on November 20
had approved signing and ratifying the SAARC

Regional Railways Agreement by India, as a
member State of SAARC. In terms of rail and
road connectivity, SAARC region is considered
as one of the least networked regions and it
has lead to high costs and low volumes of
trade. A study by the SAARC Regional Multi
Modal Transport Study (SRMTS) in 2005, had
recommended multilateral agreements per-
mitting free movement of people, goods
and services within SAARC region in the Road
and Rail sector. Accordingly, the Regional
Rail Agreement (RRA) was drafted by India for
SAARC countries in 2008. The draft Agreement
has been discussed in three meetings of the
Expert Group on Regional Rail Agreement and
in the meetings of Inter- Governmental
Group on Transport (IGGT) and the text of the
Agreement was finalized in the 5th IGGT held
in New Delhi on 30th September, 2014.
Moreover, the Indian government has
also approved the signing of a bilateral
agreement for the regulation of passenger
traffic between India and Nepal on the sidelines
of the SAARC Summit in Kathmandu. The SAARC
Motor Vehicles Agreement, which is proposed
to be signed at SAARC Summit, will allow
vehicles of member states to ply for transporta-
tion of cargo and passengers. Though India’s
exports to other SAARC member countries is just
6.4% of the country’s total exports, it is growing
atanaverage 33.76% per annum which is much
higher compared to India’s exports to EU
countries which is growing at a around 1.2% per
annum. Foreign trade experts opine that the
slowdown of trade with Europe is due to the
weak economic conditions in the region. They
say that SAARC countries are important for
India’s exports and surface connectivity among
the SAARC member countries could boost trade
and economic growth in the region significantly.
Greater cooperation within SAARC is also likely
to address energy concerns among member
countries and ward off the Chinese for some
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India’s Trade with SAARC Countries
(Value in USS Billions)

Years 2006-07 [ 2007-08 | 2008-09 [ 2009-10 ] 2010-11 | 2011-12
Exports

India’s Total 12641 | 163.13 [ 18530 [ 17875 [ 251.13 | 305.96

% share of SAARC countries | 512 | 591 | 4.62 | 469 | 4.63 4.28
Imports

India’s Total 185.74 | 251.65 [ 303.70 [ 28837 [ 369.76 | 489.31

% share of SAARC countries | 0.81 | 0.84 [ 0.60 [ 057 | 0.59 0.51

Provisional Source: DGCI&S

First time in years, India has become
trade surplus with all the South Asian countries,
besides registering a 12.2% annual increase in
overall Intra-SAARC trade at US$15.5 billion in
2011-12. While India’s exports with its SAARC
partners increased 11.78%, imports rose 14.96%,
according to provisional figures obtained from
the commerce ministry. New Delhi used to
enjoy a surplus in trade with all the SAARC
countries except Bhutan for the four years
preceding 2011-12. Last year, it posted a
surplus with the neighboring kingdom as well
by USS$1.08 million.

Imparting a renewed energy and
momentum to regional economic integration will
top the agenda at the Kathmandu summit, which
is appositely themed: "Deeper Integration for
Peace, Progress and Prosperity.” The agreement
on South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) has led
to ascaling up of intra-regional exports to about
USS 22 billion in 2013 from USS 10 billion in
2006, but experts say this is just the tip of the
iceberg. The best is yet to come, and India is
expected to proactively join efforts with other
countries for actualizing the vision of a South
Asia Economic Union. The economic union
envisages greater trade liberalization, the
development of cross-border trade infrastruc-
ture and the removal of non-tariff barriers, which
is hindering the free movement of goods and
services in the region. With the Modi govern-
ment looking to make India a manufacturing
powerhouse, Prime Minister Modi is expected
to push for creating new cross-border produc-
tion networks and joint manufacturing projects.
India should also be pushing for proactive

implementation of the SAARC agreement on
services as the long-range goal of creating a
seamless economic space in the region can
only be achieved by free movement of not just
goods, but through the liberalization of ser-
vices and the free movement of profession-
als. pal is also  fearful that India may take
over its world trade because of its geographi-
cal suitability. As a result of all these fears
and disagreements, SAARC has failed to pro-
mote regional co- operation and mutual
trust amongst the South Asian countries.

The tension between India and Sri Lanka
that prevailed for 4 years over Indian Military
trying to curb the revolution by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil E Elam and Indo-Pak Dispute over
the Kashmir valley and the resulting Trade
violations are enough to prove that South Asian
countries fail to achieve SAARC objectives by
any means.

India must come to the front and initiate
measures to encourage nations to prove their
mettle and make the SAARC summit a meaningful
affair. Appropriate measures should be taken
with the intent of maintaining peace and
resolving disputes amongst the SAARC member
countries. Special Economic Zones and Export
Promotion Zones should be created in all
member countries to make trading easier and
smooth the relations between the South Asian
nations.

Conclusion

The present study reveals that there are
enormous opportunities for forging closer
economic relations among SAARC countries.
These opportunities could be fully utilized
through the twin processes of trade liberalization
and industrial restructuring which are
complementary to each other. The SAARC
Preferential Trade Arrangement (SAPTA) is the
first step in trade liberalization. However, the
scope of SAPTA has to be sufficiently widened
in order to derive substantial benefits from
preferential trading agreements. It is suggested
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that the SAARC countries adopt a combined
approach for tariff elimination, tariff reduc-
tion and preferential or concessional tariffs.
This process will help in moving quickly to-
wards the creation of a Free Trade Area in the
SAARC region

In its 30 years of existence, SAARC
failed to hold 11 annual summits for political
reasons, both at the bilateral and internal lev-
els. The last summit in Kathmandu was held
after a gap of three years. Also due to ex-
tremely difficult political circumstances,
SAARC has managed to create situations, in-
stitutions and forums where Heads of State
have had to shake each other’s’ hands and go
into talks together. SAARC has tackled impor-
tant topics for the region such as a social char-
ter, development agreements and even the
sensitive subject of fighting terrorism. The
food and development banks, Agreement on
Transportation, Energy are important steps in
the right direction. Exchanges in the areas of
civil society and science have become one of
the pillars of South Asian integration efforts.

It is necessary to emphasize that, in any
regional organization; smaller countries may feel
that greater trade co-operation with their larger
neighbors may result in larger countries taking
over their economies. India occupies seventy
percent of the SAARC region, both geographi-
cally and economically, and the remaining six
nations of SAARC have borders only with India
and not with each other. As the biggest, and the
most industrialized trading partner among the
SAARC countries, India has to recognize that a
special responsibility devolves on her and take
a lead in making the Regional Economic Co-
operation a reality in South Asia. It is time that
the member countries come still closer to
achieve economic development through
increased regional self-reliance. What is needed
is the will and a powerful leadership to bring
the countries together as partners in mutual
progress.

India has to be wiser enough to
struggle, survive and establish itself an re-
gional super power, a potential global power,
the conscience keeper of the so called’ Devel-
oping nations’. No doubt, given a chance, ini-
tially it has to sacrifice a lot, but in the
long run, it will give immense dividend, which
is of helpful for  national interest. We have
to bear patience, look forward and search for
proper opportunities to establish it.
Recommendations

1. Export-oriented industrial development
strategies help toincrease cost consciousness and
encourage efficient use of production and
management resources.

2. The possibilities for greater
complementarities would emerge strongly if the
SAARC countries jointly undertake programmes
of industrial restructuring in processes and also
in specific products.

3. Trading relations amongst, SAARC
countries are affected to a great extent by high
levels of tariffs and a variety of non-tariff
barriers including quantitative restrictions and
discriminatory practices.

4. It is also necessary to have two lists,
one list for "fast-track" items wherein appre-
ciable tariff reductions could be considered
within a shorter period of time and the other
where the tariff reductions could take place over
a longer time period.

5. It is recommended that tariffs could
be completely eliminated on primary commodi-
ties that are used as basic raw materials in the
manufacturing industries such as cotton, jute,
natural rubber, hides and skins, forestry
products and mineral products like coal, iron ore
and other ores. Preferential tariffs could be
levied on a large number of intermediate
products such as iron and steel products, parts
and components of electrical and non-
electrical machinery as well as transport and
communication equipment.

6. India's bilateral trade relations with
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the neighboring SAARC countries are of great
significance for promoting intra-SAARC trade.
Issues such as border trade, unauthorized
trade and transit facilities have their impact
on normal trade. These issues have to be
effectively tackled in order to facilitate the
creation of a Free Trade Area in the SAARC region.

7. Trade concessions on bilateral basis
would help in two ways. One is that it would
lead to expansion of trade and the adverse trade
balance could be brought down. Secondly, it
would also contribute to reduction in the
volume of unauthorized trade between India and
neighboring countries.

8. Containerization and multimodal
transport system have assumed crucial
importance in global trade.

9. Standardization of trade documenta-
tion procedures is very important for expansion
of regional trade.

10. Trade financing facilities are very
important for expansion of regional trade.

11. The SAARC countries should also
explore the possibilities of implementing
regional projects in the area of development of
water and energy resources.
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Abstract

India is currently the fastest growing
economy in the world and a strategic partner
for the European Union, representing a sizable
and dynamic market of 1.25 billion people. India
has embarked on a process of economic reform
and progressive integration with the global
economy that aims to put it on a path of rapid
and sustained growth

The European Union has a wide variety
of legislative bodies, including the European
Parliament, the Council of the European Union,
and the European Commission. India is an
important trade and investment partner for the
European Union combining a sizable and
growing market with a growth rate that makes
it one of the fastest growing economies in the
world, arguably the fastest among the big
economies. The European Union and India hope
to increase their trade in both goods and
services as well as investment through the
negotiations for afree trade agreement that they
launched in 2007. European Union -India trade
in goods reached an all-time high in 2011 with
total trade exceeding 80 billion.
Introduction

India is currently the fastest growing
economy in the world and a strategic partner
for the European Union, representing a sizable
and dynamic market of 1.25 billion people. India

has embarked on a process of economic reform
and progressive integration with the global
economy that aims to put it on a path of rapid
and sustained growth

The European Union has a wide variety
of legislative bodies, including the European
Parliament, the Council of the European Union,
and the European Commission. India is an
important trade and investment partner for the
European Union combining a sizable and
growing market with a growth rate that makes
it one of the fastest growing economies in the
world, arguably the fastest among the big
economies. The European Union and India hope
to increase their trade in both goods and
services as well as investment through the
negotiations for a free trade agreement that they
launched in 2007. European Union -India trade
in goods reached an all-time high in 2011 with
total trade exceeding 80 billion. India currently
benefits from unilateral preferential tariffs for
her goods exports under the Generalised
Scheme of Preference. India is investing abroad,
like any other commercially motivated investor,
seeking access to new markets, technologies,
research facilities and economies of scale. In
the case of greenfield investments, factors such
as skilled workforce availability, government
support, favourable business climate and infra-
structure, and logistics play an important role.

Abbreviation:- EU- European Union,
WTO-World Trade Organsation, IEWP- Indo
European Water Parternership, IT- Information
Technology.
European Union & India

After substantial progress was made
through a number of negotiation rounds,
discussions are currently focused on key
outstanding issues that include improved
market access for some goods and services,
government procurement, geographical
indications, sound investment protection rules,
and sustainable development. India has
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embarked on a process of economic reform and
progressive integration with the global economy
that aims to put it on a path of rapid and
sustained growth.However, India's trade regime
and regulatory environment remains compara-
tively restrictive , With its combination of rapid
growth, complementary trade baskets and
relatively high degree of market protection,
India is an obvious partner for a free trade
agreement for the European Union. The
parameters for an ambitious free trade agree-
ment were set out in the report of the European
Union -India High Level Trade Group in October
2006.0ther studies have reinforced the economic
potential of an free trade agreement between
the European Union and India, notably a t
concluded in 2009.

European Union & India trade negotiations

Negotiations for a comprehensive free
trade agreement started in June 2007 and
discussions are currently taking place on a
number of key outstanding issues. This free trade
agreement would be one of the most significant
trade agreements, touching the lives of 1.7
billion people. The negotiations cover mainly but
not exclusively:

* access to each other's markets, for goods,
services and to public procurement contracts

e the framework for investment,
including investment protection

¢ the rules that frame trade, such as in-
tellectual property and competition

e sustainable development, to ensure
growth in trade is in tandem with the environ-
ment, social and labour rights.

In the meantime, India continues
enjoying unilateral trade preferences when
accessing the European Union market under the
European Union Generalised Scheme of
Preferences.

Definition

The economic association of over two

dozen European countries which seek to create

a unified, barrier-free market for products and
services throughout the continent, as well as a
common currency with a unified authority over
that currency. The European Union was
established in 1993 by the Treaty of Maastricht,
and was based on the European Economic
Community. The European Union is formed of
three areas, or pillars, which are the European
Community, Common Foreign and Security
Policy, and Police and Judicial Co-operation in
Criminal Matters.

The European Union has a wide variety
of legislative bodies, including the European
Parliament, the Council of the European Union,
and the European Commission. The European
Court of Justice and the Court of First Instance
are the two main judicial bodies for the
European Union. The format and principles of
the European Union have their roots in the
European Coal and Steel Community, created in
the early 1950s.

European Union -India Trade and Investment Ties

At 1.25 billion, India is the second most
populous state and largest democracy in the
world. With anannual GDP growth rate in
excess of 7.5% for over a decade it is now in the
world’s top ten largest economies . As such,
India is an important trade and investment
partner for the European Union combining a
sizable and growing market with a growth rate
that makes it one of the fastest growing
economies in the world, arguably the fastest
among the big economies.

Two-way trade in goods between the
European Union and India reached 77.3 billion
in 2015, that is 211million per day. If we add
the part of services, the total trade has exceeded
100 billion/year, or 275 million worth of trade
per day! The European Union and India hope to
increase their trade in both goods and services
as well as investment through the negotiations
for a free trade agreement that they launched
in 2007.
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European Union companies are global
players and have faced up to the challenge of
globalisation, demonstrated by the fact that out
of the world’s top 20 non-financial Multinational
Corporations (MNCs) ranked by foreign assets,
12 are from the European Union. The European
Union offers important opportunities in terms
of technology-sharing and know-how, providing
high level synergies in sectors where European
Union companies are world leaders - this
includes infrastructure, transport, telecom and
basic industry. This wealth of experience and
knowledge means that the European Union has
much to offer India in its quest to grow, from
large scale infrastructure projects to world-class
experience in services sectors that are crucial
to modern-day economies, and from
cutting-edge Research and Development to
regular business partnerships.

European Union -India Trade in Goods

European Union -India trade in goods
reached an all-time highin 2011 with total trade
exceeding 80 billion. The figure recorded in
2015 is the second-highest. European Union -
India trade in goods is remarkably balanced.
Between 2006 and 2012 the European Union has
enjoyed a small surplus but since 2013 India’s
exports have exceeded, marginally, the value of
European Union goods exports to India.

Over the last 10 years total European
Union -India trade in goods has increased by
more than 66%.

Year | Imports | Exports | Trade Balance | Total Trade | % Change y-o-y
2006 | 223 24.0 17 46.3 -
2007 | 262 29.4 32 55.6 20.1
2008 | 294 31.5 21 60.9 9.5
2009 | 253 27.0 17 52.3 -14.1
2010 | 33.1 34.0 09 67.1 28.3
2011 | 399 40.4 05 80.3 19.6
20121 372 38.4 12 75.6 5.8
2013 | 36.8 35.8 -10 72.6 4.0
2014 | 37.0 35.5 -15 72.5 0.1
2015 | 394 37.9 -15 71.3 6.6

Source: Eurostat
European Union Preferential Trade with India
India currently benefits from unilateral pref-
erential tariffs for her goods exports under the EU

Generalised Scheme of Preferences
(GSP). Those tariff reductions apply to roughly
one third of India’s exports to the European
Union and make India the largest beneficiary of
the scheme in absolute terms.

The coverage of GSP has been decreas-
ing over the years, as a result of India’s growth
as a world exporter. Indeed, GSP is geared to
help poorer countries to strengthen their econo-
mies by opening up export opportunities to the
European Union market. India is less and less in
need of such help.

When the full-fledged Free Trade
Agreement (called the European Union -India
Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement —
BTIA) is implemented, the GSP preferences will
be phased out over a period of two years. BTIA
is, in fact, a much more powerful instrument than
GSP: it is a bilateral agreement, where both
parties are placed on an equal footing; it covers
both goods and services; and it covers all the
important aspects of today’s trade relations such
as investments, regulations and standards.
India's Trade in Goods with the World

The European Union is India’s Number
One Trading Partner

In 2014, India’s share in global exports
was 1.69% against 1.66% in 2013. Similarly,
India’s share in global imports was 2.43%
compared to 2.47% in 2013. India’s rank in world
trade in 2014 remained same at 2013 levels at
19 and 12 for exports and imports respectively.
India is a member of WTO. The European Union
remains India’s largest trading partner with a
total trade (import + export) of nearly 100 bil-
lion. Other main partners of India are China (72.3
billion), USA ( 62.4 billion), UAE ( 59.1 billion)
and Saudi Arabia ( 39.2 billion). The table be-
low depicts India’s trade with the world and its
top 20 export destinations and import sources.
The figures in the table are given in US.
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European Union -India Bilateral Investment Ties
Foreign direct investment Stock held by the
European Union abroad, 2014

Partner Country | Stocks held by EU | Share %
United States 1985.3 34.5%
Switzerland 632.3 11.0%
Brazil 343.6 6.0%
Canada 274.7 4.8%
Russia 171.5 3.0%
China* 144.2 2.5%
Australia 115.3 2.0%
Hong Kong 106.3 1.8%
Singapore 102.9 1.8%
Japan 73 1.3%
India 38.5 0.7%
Total world 5748.6 100.0%

Source: Eurostat

At the end of 2014 the total stock of
Indian FDI in the EU was 6.7 billion and the
total stock of EU FDI in India was € 38.5 billion.
At the global level India is the 18th largest
investor in the EU, while the EU is the second
biggest foreign investor in India. The historical
trend was confirmed in 2014 when the EU was
the second biggest investor in India right after
Mauritius and before Singapore. In total the EU
outward investment to India in 2014 was almost
5 billion, while the investment from India
destined for the EU was just over 1 billion.
Indian Investments in the European Union

India is investing abroad, like any other
commercially motivated investor, seeking
access to new markets, technologies, research
facilities and economies of scale. In the case of
greenfield investments, factors such as skilled
workforce availability, government support,
favourable business climate and infrastructure,
and logistics play an important role. Geographi-
cally, Indian investors preferred the United
Kingdom, Germany, Netherlands and Belgium.
Indian companies employ more than 130,000
people in these 4 countries and many more in
other Member States. The biggest Indian
employer is the Tata Group, employing approxi-
mately 80,000 people in its European
companies.

The sectoral mix of investment in EU is
consistent with the overall internationalisation
of Indian companies globally. Around 20% of
Indian investments are in the IT sector, followed
by other major sectors such as automotive,
manufacturing and steel. FDI by Indian Informa-
tion Technology and Business Process
Outsourcing also target the relatively new
European Union Member States with Romania,
the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary
benefiting from Indian capital. Apart from direct
employment, these investments generate
tertiary employment in sectors such as construction,
housekeeping, catering, security and many more.

Well know Indian companies such as
Tata Steel, Infosys, Bharti Airtel, Tata Motors
and Bharat Forge have all recently made
significant investments in the European Union
either through greenfield projects or mergers
and acquisitions.

European Union Investments in India

The European Union remains one of the
largest investors in India. The sheer size of the
domestic consumer market has been a major at-
traction for investors. A number of European
Union companies are now household names in
India, doing business here for several decades.

Close to 6,000 European Union compa-
nies are present in India collectively providing
direct employment to 1.2 million workers and
indirect employment to 5 million. France,
Germany, UK, Netherlands, Sweden and
Denmark account for the major share of overall
European direct job creation in India.

European Union investments in India
also cover a broad range of sectors including
automotive, financial services, infrastructure,
logistics, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, health
care, IT, food processing, petroleum and
natural gas. Well known European Union
companies include Acciona, Airbus, BAE
Systems, BASF, Bayer, British Petroleum,
Capgemini, Daimler, Ericsson, Fiat, Ikea, JCB,
Kone, Maersk, Marks and Spencer, Philips,
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Piaggio, Renault-Dacia, Shell, Siemens, Skoda,
Solvay, Tetra Pack, Veolia, Vodafone,
Volkswagen, among others.
European Union Participation in India’s Flagship
Initiatives

Europe is home to many of the most
technologically advanced companies in the
world. Their excellence, especially in green
technologies, can play a decisive role in the
many initiatives India is launching to sustain and
transform its economic growth (Make in India,
Smart Cities, Digital India, Clean Ganga and
Swachh Bharat). The European Union is
facilitating the involvement of European Union
business and technologies by establishing
partnerships with India’s authorities.

As an example, in the last European
Union -India summit on 30 March 2016, both
sides agreed to strengthen links between the
Digital India initiative and the European Union
Digital Single Market, by cooperating on
regulatory issues such as ICT standardisation
(e.g.on 5G), Internet Governance, Research and
Innovation, and a Startup Europe India Network.

Water management is another field of
great importance for India. Following the first
Indo-European Water Forum in November 2015,
the European Union Delegation to India has
organised an event in order to showcase
innovative technologies of European Union
Businesses in the field of treatment of
Municipal Sewage and Industrial Effluents,
Water Quality Monitoring, GIS-based River
Basin Mapping and Micro-irrigation. This first
meeting, under the banner of the newly
established Indo- European Union Water
Partnership (IEWP), was held on 7th March 2016
in Delhi. Eventually, such meetings aim to
realize a shared vision among IEWP partners for
a more sustainable management of water
resources.

Joint Declarations on the Water Partner-
ship and the Clean Energy and Climate Partner-
ship agreed on at the European Union -India

Summit in 2016 will drive cooperation over the
following five years, promoting both regulatory
and governance dialogue as well as business
solutions in many sectors crucial to growth,
employment, climate change mitigation, clean
cities, water quality and, ultimately, human
health.

Conclusion :-

India is an important trade and invest-
ment partner for the European Union combin-
ing a sizable and growing market with a growth
rate that makes it one of the fastest growing
economies in the world, arguably the fastest
among the big economies. The European Union
is facilitating the involvement of European Union
business and technologies by establishing part-
nerships with India’s authorities
REFRENCE :-

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india

http://ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/trade
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
http://exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/
index.htm
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India’s Foreign Policy towards
South Asia: An Overview
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“Whatever policy we may lay down, the
art of conducting foreign affairs of a country lies
infinding out what is most advantageous to the
country. We may talk about international
goodwilland mean what we say. We may talk about
peace and freedom and earnestly mean what we
say.Butin the ultimate analysis, Government func-
tions for the good of a country it governs and
noGovernment dare do anything which in the short
orlong run is manifestly to the disadvantage ofthe
country.” Jawaharlal Nehru

India’s policy has not been some sudden
bright inspiration of an individual but a gradual
growthevolving from even before independence.
The inevitable line that we took subsequently
hasfollowed that thinking as a matter of course.
Meaning of Foreign Policy

Foreign Policy: A policy regulating a
particular country’s relations with other states and
peopleinthe international arena. The foreign policy
is the sum total of the principles, the interests and
objectives which a stateformulates in conducting
its relations with other states.

The foreign policy, principles mean the
codes of right conduct, which are considered
desirable inthemselves, such as adherence to
treaties and non-interference in the internal
affairs of otherstates. Like interests are what a
state considers, in general terms, essential for its
survival anddevelopment: such as territorial integ-
rity, improvement of living standards, and mainte-
nance of afree way of life. The objectives are more

or less precisely delimited interests, formulated
in thecircumstances in which the relations with
another state are conducted.

The objectives of a nation’s foreign policy are:

1. Maintaining the integrity of the state,

2. Promoting economic interest,

3. Providing for national security,

4. Protecting national prestige and

developing national power,

5. Maintaining world order.

Foreign Relations:

The external relations of a country, part of
the general complex ofinternational relations.
Foreign relations are the actions that a state
resorts to in pursuance of the foreign policy for-
mulated, such as declaration of war, conclusion of
peace, the signing of a treaty, giving oraccepting
aid, recognition of a state, establishment of diplo-
matic relations, and carrying on negotiations.

The art of conducting the foreign affairs
of a country lies in finding out what is most ad-
vantageous to the country. It may talk about inter-
national goodwill and mean what it says. It
may talk about peace and freedom and earnestly
mean what it says. But in the ultimate analysis, a
government functions for the good of the country
it governs and no government dare do anything
which in the short or long run is manifestly to the
disadvantage of that country.

The interest of peace is more important,
because if war comes everyone suffers, so that in
the long-distance view, self-interest may itself
demand a policy of cooperation with other nations,
goodwill for other nations, as indeed it does
demand. India’s interests lie in the context of world
cooperation and world peace, in as far as world
peacecan be preserved. At the present moment
no country, including the big powers, with their
long traditions in foreignaffairs, has anything which
could be called a precise and definite foreign policy,
because theworld itself is in a fluid condition?

In criticizing the foreign policy of the
Government of India, this House for an instant to
turn itsmind to any country today and think of its
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foreign policy whether it is the U.S.A., the
UnitedKingdom, the U.S.S.R., China or France. The
foreign policy of any one of these countries
hassucceeded from any point of view, from the
point of view of moving towards world peace
orpreventing world war, or succeeded even from
the mere opportunist and individual point view
ofthat country.

India’s policy is not a passive policy or a
negative policy.India being friendly to all countries
and not becoming entangled in any alliances,
military orother, that might drag to the countryinto
any possible conflict. That does not, on the other
hand,involve any lack of close relationships with
other countries.

India is very curiously placed in Asia and
her history has been governed a great deal by
thegeographical factor plus other factors.
Whichever problem in Asia may take up,
somehow orother India comes into the picture.
Whether think in terms of China or the Middle East
or South—East Asia, India immediately comes into
the picture. It is so situated that because of past
history, traditions, etc., in regard to any major
problem of a country or a group of countries of
Asia, India has to be considered. Whether it is a
problem of defense or trade or industry or
economic policy, India cannot be ignored. She
cannot be ignored, because, as Nehru said, her
geographical position is a compelling reason. She
cannot be ignored also, because of her actual or
potential power and resources. India by virtue of
her practical position and Foreign policy is
normally something which develops gradually.
Apart from certain theoreticalpropositions it may
lay down, it is a thing which, if it is real, has some
relation to actuality andnot merely to pure theory.

Therefore, it cannot precisely lay down the
general outlook or generalapproach, but gradually
it develops to become very friendly with some and
hostile to others. Thatis the normal foreign policy
of a country, very friendly with close relations with
some, with theconsequence that hostile to
others. It may be very friendly with all countries.

Naturally, if makemore friendly with those with
whom have closer relations, but, that great friend-
liness, if it isactive friendliness, is good, if it merely
reflects hostility to some other country, then it
issomething different. And ultimately the hostility
provokes other people’s hostility and that is theway
of conflict and leads to no solution. Fortunately,
India has inherited no past hostility to anycountry.
Why should then start this train of hostility now
with any country? Of course, ifcircumstances
compel it, cannot be helped, but it is far better for
to try the utmost to keep clearof these hostile
backgrounds. Naturally, again, itis likely to be more
friendly to some countriesthan to others, because
this may be to more friendly to some countries
than to others, becausethis may be to mutual
advantage. That is a different matter, but even so,
friendship with othercountries should not, as far
as possible, be such as brings inevitably into
conflict with some othercountry. Now, some people
may think that this is a policy of hedging or just
avoiding pitfalls, amiddle-of-the-road policy.
The Enrichment of India’s Foreign Policy

The security of a country is the most
fundamental demand upon foreign policy. Every
country’sforeign policy is first of all geared to the
objective of ensuring the maximum possible
security ina given situation. It includes situation
in and relations with neighboring countries, the
relationsof neighbors with other significant actors
in the international arena and your own relations
withthose actors, the country’s place and role in
international politics, whether it is a quite or
anungquiet state of affairs on the frontiers, and if
unquiet how unquiet, and not the least
significantinternal strength and health of the
country which, again, includes economic
development andsocial cohesion, the level of
industrialization and modernization of economy
and the level ofinvolvement of different sections
and groups and regions in a country in the
perception that theunity and the integrity of the
country was of prime importance.
Traditions and Values of India’s Foreign Policy
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Foreign policy reflects and forms from
human behavior, social life and attitude of
everyindividual and state in general. The social
values, beliefs, norms, attitudes, and practices
transmitted through successive generations could
be regarded as esteemed and adopted.

India’s Perspective on Religion in the Trend of
Foreign Policy

There is no specific religion or ethic
sanctioned for uniformity and regimentation of
thinking andbehavior. The Buddhist literature
highlights a state ruled by one person, but such a
rule has tobe established by love rather than force.
In the concept of rules which means through love
as aking of righteousness (dharma raja) who
promotes non- violence and enforces non-steal-
ing andconquers the whole earth by his spiritual
influence. The Buddha conceived of himself simi-
lar tothe principle of Chakravartin. Similarly, Jesus
Christ himself is the king of peace and goodwill.

Christianity has a unique principle and it
differs from Buddhism and Hinduism in spreading
themessage of love and peace and to serve
humanity even in the time of violence and war.
Like St.Bernard of Clairvaux and St. Francis of Assisi
encouraged the crusades. The ethical core of
aChristian state is to fight against the heathens
and the infidels.

Conclusion:-

Foreign relations are the actions that a
state resorts to in pursuance of the foreign
policyformulated, such as declaration of war,
conclusion of peace, the signing of a treaty, giving
oraccepting aid, recognition of a state, establish-
ment of diplomatic relations, and carrying on
negotiations.
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Abstract

Recent developments in South Asian coun-
tries, especially the re-emergence of democratic
governments, new growth momentum despite the
global economic downturn and greater openness,
warrant a fresh look at the region’s prospects for
economic integration. On the basis of a thorough
review of the literature on potential and prospects
of regional integration in South Asia and after ex-
amining the trends in intra-SAARC trade and in-
vestment flows, this paper finds that the progress
in regional cooperation has been far short of po-
tential. The paper, therefore, focuses on the ‘real
impediments’ to regional integration and on that
basis makes a set of policy oriented recommen-
dations for furthering deeper regional integration
in South Asia. It also emphasizes that given its
dominant size, human resources, and aspirations
for a global role, India will have to take on a dis-
proportionately larger responsibility for promoting
regional cooperation in South Asia. However, re-
gional integration will not be achieved by India’s
unilateral actions alone. Neighboring governments
will have to respond positively to Indian initiatives
for Successful regional integration in South Asia.
Introduction

There is perhaps no other historical ex-
ample like South Asia of a geographically and his-
torically contiguous region with widely shared so-
cial, cultural, linguistic and spiritual practices, ex-
periencing a continuous fragmentation of its once
reasonably integrated economic space. Intra-re-
gional trade in the South Asian region (broadly from
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Kabul to Chittagong) was as high as 19% in 1948,
soon after the countries achieved independence
from British rule. But this declined to a mere 2%
by 1967. Intra-regional trade has perked up a bit
in recent years but still remains below 6% of South
Asia’s total trade with the world. This is far below
levels of intra-regional trade in other regions such
as East Asia and the Pacific (about 52%), Latin
America and Caribbean (about 17%) and even Sub-
Saharan Africa (at nearly 11%).According to the
World Bank (2007), only 7% of all telephone calls
in South Asia are intra-regional as compared with
71% in East Asia.Cross-border investment is also
negligible with none being permitted betweenindia
and Pakistan. Informal or border trade and move-
ment of personnel are perhaps larger than normal
trade flows and intra-regional tourism, knowledge
sharing or technology transfer across countries is
well below its potential. Given this rather dismal
picture of the progress of regional cooperation
nearly 25 years after the formation of the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) would justify anyone in treating SAARC
as a failed experiment. But as we argue below,
this conclusion may not be fully justified.
The Case for Trade and Investment Integration
in South Asia

Recent developments in the region, espe-
cially new growth momentum and greater open-
ness in all South Asian economies, warrant a fresh
look at enhancing regional integration. Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) in the South Asian econo-
mies has grown strongly at about 6% since the
1990s, and almost 7% in the last five years, start-
ing in 2002-03. This higher growth trajectory is
directly attributable to the opening up of the econo-
mies and adoption of stabilizing macroeconomic
policies. Growth rates of these magnitudes have
helped South Asia to reduce poverty rates and
raise living standards. However, the incidence of
poverty is still very high and the absolute number
of people living below the poverty line has actu-
ally increased. The biggest challenge for the re-
gion is poverty reduction through robust and sus-
tained growth.

A recent growth accounting exercise for
the region (Collins 2007) reveals that though both
capital accumulation and increased efficiency of
factor usage have contributed to higher growth in
South Asia, these countries have not been charac-
terized by high rates of investment, especially in
comparison with East Asian economies. Greater
regional integration will help improve the invest-
ment climate in the region and encourage more
cross border investment. Reducing poverty also
requires faster growth in the manufacturing sec-
tor, which can absorb the labor displaced from the
agriculture sector. The manufacturing sector inthe
region suffers from under utilization of technol-
ogy, inappropriate scales, and poor infrastructure.
Most of these factors will benefit from greater re-
gional integration. The role of manufacturing in
generating inclusive, employment-intensive
growth has been under estimated in South Asia,
perhaps because of the greater dynamism shown
by the services sectors in all the countries in the
region

However, services are often a residual sec-
tor for national statistics and could disguise very
low levels of productivity in a very large segment
of this sector. Manufacturing has to be encouraged
in South Asia and this will benefit directly from
greater regional cooperation and integration.
Trade and Investment Patterns in South Asia

As mentioned earlier, intra-regional trade
in South Asian countries, at 19% of total trade in
1948, decreased to 2% by 1967 as governments
adopted inward-looking and import substituting
policies, backed up by high tariff and non-tariff
import barriers. The low share began to increase
only during the 1990s, with the adoption of unilat-
eral trade policy liberalization in the individual
countries (World Bank, 2004). During 1996—2006,
the volume of trade among the member countries
quadrupled from $2.214 billion to $9.778 billion
and has been growing at a rate faster than the
region’s trade with the world. Intraregional trade
rose from 4.2% in 1995, then stagnated at around
5% until 2005, and is presently 5.5%.6 The stag-
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nation in intra-regional trade could indicate that
trade expansion impulses from mutual tariff re-
duction have perhaps played out and have no fur-
ther potential. This would also point to the need
now for identifying the non-tariff 5 A total of 211
regional trade agreements for goods and services
are in force today. While 124 regional trade agree-
ments for goods were notified in the GATT (some
no longerin force) during 1948-94, more than 130
agreements covering trade in goods and services,
as of September 15, 2006, had been notified since
1995 under the World Trade Organization, (WTO
website www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/region_e/
summary_e.xls, accessed December 6, 2006).6
Wijesinghe S.” Economic and Political Utility of the
SAARC Summit to Sri Lanka’, Daily News, July
23,2008. Working Paper Series on Regional Eco-
nomic Integration No. 32 barriers to trade, as is
being attempted under the agreement reached at
the Delhi SAARC summit, and to improve the trade
infrastructure and facilitation process. With intra-
regional trade accounting for a mere 5% of the
region’s total trade, South Asia is considered the
least integrated region among regional trade ar-
rangements such as NAFTA (42%), EU (65%), and
ASEAN (24%). However, the position changes if
India, which clearly overshadows all estimates, is
dropped.which shows that India sources less than
1% of its imports from the region and only exports
5.5% of its total exports to countries in South Asia.
But the commonly held perception that the low
level of imports by India is due to its highly pro-
tected economy may not necessarily be true.A re-
cent World Bank study shows that though the num-
ber of tariff preferences for Bangladesh has in-
creased steadily since 2001, its exports to India
have stagnated. The study suggests that the rea-
son forlow imports from Bangladesh could be due
to supply-side factors in Bangladesh not due to a
lack of demand or protection in India (World Bank
2006).

Today the MFN tariff for Indian manufac-
turing is 10% on average, effectively eroding the
advantage SAARC members have in the Indian

market both relative toimports from other sources
and also from domestic enterprises now compet-
ing successfully with relatively low tariff protec-
tion. This implies that the tariff arbitrage enjoyed
by South Asian firms has been eroded. This comes
out rather sharply in the case of Sri Lankan ex-
ports of hydrogenated edible oils, copper and cop-
per-based products and aluminum and aluminum-
based products, exports of which have declined
since 2005 with the lowering of import tariffs on
these products by India. Unilateral liberalization
practiced by all countries in South Asia has effec-
tively eroded the advantages of mere tariff liber-
alization under SAFTA
Table :- Intra Regional Trade for SAARC
Region (Average over 2002-06)

Table :- Intra Regional Trade for SAARC Region (Average over 2002—06)

Intra Regional Exports Intra Regional Imports

Country Average Share in Average Share in
Value Own Total Value OwnTotal
(S million) Region  Exports ($ million) Region Imports
Afghanistan 83 12 41.9 8906 132 308
Bangladesh 145 21 1.8 1836 271 152
India 4171 66.2 5.5 981 115 09
Maldives 17 0.2 13.9 127 1.9 20.0
Nepal 319 4.7 51.9 762 112 459
Pakistan 1209 179 8.9 573 8.5 2.8
SriLanka 508 73 8.7 1598 23.6 19.4
SAARC Region 6754 100.0 612 6776 100.0 4.4

Source: Estimated from Direction of Trade
Statistics Data.

Progress in Policy-Led Initiatives and
Challenges for South Asia Trade and Investment
Integration

SAARC was established in 1985 but it took
a long time for the heads of its member govern-
ments to include a core area like trade in the
organization’s ambit. This happened when SAPTA
was signed, which became operational in Decem-
ber 1995. The basic objective of SAPTA was to
strengthen intra-regional economic cooperation
and the development of South Asian economies.
But once again the progress in trade liberalization
and integration in South Asia was slow. The many
reasons given for the low impact made by SAPTA
in increasing intra-regional trade included long
sensitive lists, low trade coverage, exclusion of
most of the traded commaodities, limited depth of
tariff cuts, failure to deal with non-tariff issues and
complex product specific rules of origin. The in-
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ability of the two largest economies in the region,
India and Pakistan, to resolve their political ten-
sions has also been a major stumbling block in
achieving effective regional cooperation. In 2004
SAFTA replaced SAPTA. The idea of creating SAFTA
was first mooted in 1995.The Ninth SAARC Sum-
mit in 1997 created a twelve-member Group of
Eminent Persons (GEP), which at the Tenth SAARC
Summit in Colombo in 1998 submitted the report

SAARC: Vision beyond the Year 2000 envi-
sioning economic union by 2020 in three stages.
These included SAARC becoming a Free Trade Area
by the year 2010, a Customs Union by 2015 and
an Economic Union by 2020, with a Regional In-
vestment Agreement to be concluded prior to the
region becoming a free trade area. But due to the
rapid deterioration in Indo-Pakistan relations (the
Kargil War) the process was delayed. A commit-
ment was made at the Eleventh SAARC Summit at
Kathmandu in 2002 for the creation of a South
Asian Economic Union (SAEU). Finally, at the
Twelfth Summit at Islamabad in 2004, the Frame-
work Agreement for a South Asia Free Trade Area
was signed.
Conclusion

This paper has comprehensively reviewed
the literature on the potential and prospects of
regional integration in South Asia. This review, as
an examination of the intra-SAARC trade and in-
vestment flows, also reveals that the progress in
regional cooperation has been far short of poten-
tial. Yet the prospects for greater integration re-
main intact and these are recognized by external
observers and also significant sections of people
within South Asia.
References

e Aggarwal, A. 2008. Regional Economic
Integration and FDI in South Asia: Prospects and
Problems. ICRIER Working Paper 218.

e Collins, S. M. 2007. Economic Growth in
South Asia: A Growth Accounting Perspective. South
Asia: Growth and Regional Integration. Washing-
ton D.C. World Bank

Qaaa

06|

India’s View on South Asia

Prof. Rajendra Vishwanath Pawar
HOD Defence & Strategic Studies,
GMD Arts BW Commerce & Science,
College Sinnar, Dist. Nashik

Jelclclclclelelelelok

South Asia being one of the most
geographical integrated region in the world is a
least integrated for regionalism as compared
with Europe, Africa, South East Asia and North
and South America. South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was founded in
1985 and has little success in promoting
regional integration in South Asia. In the first
decade of its existence it has failed. In the
second decade after the declaration of SAPTA
and SAFTA, it moved little bit for regional coop-
eration, And now in the beginning of its third
decade it moves for the proposal of common
currency and transport and energy cooperation.
The article analyzes the role of India in promot-
ing the cooperation in South Asia. The
geographical reality of region is that India has
common land and maritime borders with aii the
countries in the region, while none its her
neighbours share border with each other except
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Although India
believes in friendship and cooperation among
neighbours , but South Asian cooperation and
integration as never been its priority. Smaller
nations of South Asian have an opportunity for
their development by cooperation with India as
a major growing economy in the world.

In South Asian, a major reason rooted in
the regional reality promoted the adoption of
an outward thrust by the countries of region in
their economy linkages. Following the turbulent
process leading to theirindependence from the
colonial power in 1947, these countries could
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themselves; instead they looked to the former
colonial power and other developed countries
for assistance, advice and trade relationship.
Economic cooperation, including trade among
the South Asian countries has, since 1947,
remained extremely limited; indeed little
improvement has occurred in this regard even
since the establishment of SAARC in 1985.

The geographical reality of the region is
that India has common man and maritime
booudaries with all the countries in the region,
which they do not enjoy with one other.India
institutes the central hub of the region. Along
with asymmetry in size, resources and capabili-
ties the Indo-centrically approach to South Asian
has given a feeling of insecurity among these
states of the region. Besides, the economic
problems of the South Asian countries and the
Sovite military intervention in Afghanistan in
1979 promoted the South Asian nations to come
close to think about regional priority, to prevent
to the big power’s politics in the region and also
to enhance cooperation in economic, social,
cultural and scientific fields.

South Asian states, however, may forge
a coalition against what all of them call the
‘protectionist international economic order’ of
the world, but their unlikely, at least for the time
being to agree on how to restructure a new
pattern of economic relationship based on
equity. In fact, their fear of being exploited by
principal partner (India) is not removed by the
SAARC (the then SARC). Zia-ur-Rahman’s
proposal of May 1980 explicitly highlited this
fear when he said “Any proposal for economic
cooperation must consequently be formulated
with the greatest care in order to ensure that
the weak are not exploited and the strong do
not dominate.”

Although, when proposal of South Asian
regional cooperation come from Bangladesh,
India and Pakistan were not very much serious
on this proposal because of the bipolar politics
in Cold War era.India apprehended that a South

Asian regional grouping could possibly become
a cover of the building of an anti-Soviet and
pro-US South Asian front which India did not
consider suitable for her regional and strategic
interests.

Secondly being the non-aligned state,
India also feared this was a move to isolate
India. So India accepted the idea half-heartedly
in principle. India also stressed that bilateral and
contentios issues shall be excluded from the
deliberations and decisions at all levels shall
be taken the basic of unanimity. Former Prime
Minister of India, |.K. Gugral, argues that the
South Asian nations should come together tofind
solutions to their problems in a spirit of amity,
trust and understanding. India’s neighbourhood
policy would provide the appropriate environ-
ment to usefully expand and to release the
dormant and latent energies of the people of
South Asian for their economic and social
betterment.

However, Indian leaders have been
taking keen interest in SAARC summits or coop-
erative efforts. The therotical efforts of India
have been always encouraging, irrespective of
the practical result. Therefore, it is important to
discuss Indian states initiative during SAARC
summits. Since the formation of SAARC,India has
taken keen interest to developed the idea of
cooperation through an association. First
meeting of Foreign Ministers of SARC ( South
Asian regional cooperation) countries to place
at New Delhi in August 1983.Mrs.Gandhi in her
inaugural address to the SAARC countries
Foreign Ministers urged that the seven member
countries must conduct their affairs so as to
eliminate tension and promote greater peace
and stabity in the region, and she stressed
against the attempts of external powers to
influence ‘our functioning.’

After assuming office as Prime Minister
in 1984, Rajiv Gandhi stressed self-reliance and
mutual cooperation in the affairs of SAARC.At
the first summit of SAARC held in Dhaka in
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December 1985, in his speech on the opening
day, Indian Prime Minister describe the summit
as the beginning of a new dawn of a people’s
movement for regional cooperation which
pointed the way to collective self-reliance in the
fight against poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition and
disease in the area.

Rajiv Gandhi suggested that SAARC
summit should meet once a year and not once
in two years as planned. In first meeting of
SAARC on 8 December 1985, the charter of
SAARC was adopted. It was under Article Il of
the characters which mentioned that their shall
be one summit meeting in a year. Indian
government was anxious to create a congenial
atmosphere in the sub-continent prior to
launching of SAARC.

Inthe second Summit at Bangalore,Prime
Minister of India came with a note on how to
expand people-to-people interaction. India
wanted to open a frequent exchange of
scholars, public figures, media and cultural
programmes of artist etc. so Prime Ministet
placed special emphasis SAVE(SAARC Audio
Visual Exchange) programme. India has also
tried to think about South Asian common
market.

In the fourth Summit of SAARC held in
Islambad in 1988, India expressed its
frustration at thecome slow pace of coopera-
tion in general and lack of cooperation in
economic area in particular. As neo-functional-
ism become successfulin Europe, during the fifth
summit, the then Indian Prime Minister Chander
Shakher advocated functional approach and
proposed for institutional cooperation within the
South Asian region. He proposed that tourist
industry could be attracted from outside the
region.He urged SAARC to become a more
vibrant organization and virtually called for a
new SAARC order free from the politics of
confrontations.

In 1991, Indian government introduced
the policy of liberal economic reforms. Accord-

ingly, Prime Minister Mr.P. V. Narsimha Rao
proposed ‘Collective economic security’ system
as the only alternative to fulfill the need for an
effective safeguard for furthering development
and strengthening economics of developing
countries. He also remarked: “The SAARC must
adapt itself with vision and understanding to
developments outside our region and emphasis
on confidence among the people and govern-
ments to set in motion a benevolent cycle where
in cooperation strengthens confidence which is
turn makes for closer cooperation.”

He also proposed the member states to
have commercial exchange among them at a
faster pace with a sustained commitment
towards free flow of trade beside politics
encouraging cross investment within the
economic region. He described SAPTA (South
Asian Prudential Trade Agreement, proposed by
SriLanka) as development of historicimportance
for South Asian and exhorted the member states
to take up the challenge of poverty and work for
the unliftment of the people from the very base
of the Pyramid.

In the following two summits, India
consistently recalled for the integration of
SAARC economies and creation of a free market
in order to enhance the range of dynamism and
collective strength of the member states in a
global trading community. India wanted the
South Asian states to adopt the successful
approach of similar regional bodies in opening
their doors to the free flows of goods, services,
capital and manpower. India decided to closely
examine the Sri Lanka’s proposal to establish a
SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA)
by 1997. The operationalisation of SAPTA in
December 1995 and the subsequent three
rounds of negotiations entailing tariff liberal-
ization have been the major developments in
regional trade liberalization.The details of the
tariff concessions offered by all SAARC
countries shown in 1 and 2 reveal that the
largest number of concession was offered by
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India. An important aspect of Indian advocacy
of South Asian Cooperation is Gujarat doctrine.
It was a significant step in the direction of
cooperationin South Asia forward by | .K .Gujral
(the then External affair Minister of India). This
doctrine comprises five principles for regional
cooperation. It covers economic cooperation,
cooperation security and non- interference and
respect of each other’s sovereignty and
territory. In this direction during the tenth SAARC
Summit, India took some bold initiatives to
enhance access to its market. The Prime
Minister announced that India would lift
guantitative restrictions for SAARC countries
with effect form August 1, 1998.

This involved putting over 2000 products
on Open General License for SAARC countries.
India’s Prime Minister’ A.B. Vajpayee also
announced that the ceiling for overseas Indian
investment in SAARC countries under fast track
procedures would be increased from S8 milion
to S 15 million. This was appreciated as an
indication of India’s commitment to encourage
a greater flow of India investment in its
immediate neighborhoods.

At the Twelfth Summit of SAARC, India’s
main concern was combating terrorism and to
remove the poverty. The then prime Minister of
India Mr. A.B. Vajpayee mooted a proposal to
give $ 100 milion to SAARC for combating
poverty. He suggested that India’ Pakistan and
Bangladesh should jointly celebrate the 150th
Anniversary of 1857 uprisings against colonial
rule because ‘our forefathers fought against a
common colonial oppressor’.

In the next summit in Dhaka, Prime
Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh ,laid
stress on a larger role for India in South Asian
region. He particularly advocated energy
cooperation. India proposed in the ministerial
meeting that it was ready to open South Asian
skies, improving connectivity among SAARC
countries as means to create better platform for
regional economic cooperation. India also

welcome to induct Afghanistan as member of
the SAARC. Indian proposal for establishment
of a South Asian University for the whole region
was encouraging. Along with it Indian Prime
Minister offered a South Asian Car Rally which
would symbolize regional identity and draw
attention to the urgent need to improve
transport infrastructure in member nations.

South Asian car rally which began
successfully form Cox’s Bazaar (Bangladesh) on
15 March 2007 to bring the SAARC nations to
more close ties. It would symbolize regional
identification and draw attention to the urgent
need to improve transport infrastructure in
member countries. In the fourteenth SAARC
Summit India allowed duty-fees access to goods
to its vast market from the least developed
members of SAARC (Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan,
Maldives). India also announced ‘ unilateral
liberalization of visas for students, teachers,
professors, journalists and patients from SAARC
countries. In this meeting establishment of South
Asian University in New Delhi is also approved.
India called to double the intra SAARC flow of
tourists in the next five years. India recalled for
energy cooperation and South Asian
Development Fund.

As the largest country in the region,
India emphasized the regionalism in South Asia
through greater economic and cultural coopera-
tion. It stressed on trade as a field of great im-
portance for regional cooperation. However the
trade was excluded from the initial process of
cooperation due to fear of India’s neighbors that
a liberal trade regime would work to the advan-
tage of big India. India’s approach was to sug-
gest a carefully balanced interdependence and
a division of a labor based on local factors that
could provide strength to the region’s economic
base and infrastructure.

India has also emphasized bilateralism
and reciprocity in its dealings with the
neighbors. It has to reassure its neighbors, while
being firm about and safeguarding its substan-
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tial political security and economic interests.
India being the largest polity in the region
necessarily has to take a lead in forging stable
regional equations.
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India is currently the fastest growing
economy in the world and a strategic partner
for the SAFTA, representing a sizable and
dynamic market of 1.25 billion people. For these
reasons, the SAFTA and India are committed to
further increase their bilateral trade and
investment through the Free Trade Agreement
negotiations that were launched in 2007.

Economic integration in South Asia is
governed by India's relations with the other
economies of the region and it is also at the
helm of all trade facilitation and transit issues
of the region. Concessions given by India under
SAFTA for LDCs have greatly benefitted
Bangladesh and concessions to non-LDC
members have applied to its imports from
Pakistan. India has given significant concessions
to Sri Lanka and Nepal under bilateral trade
agreements.

On the basis of a thorough review of the
literature on potential and prospects of regional
integration in South Asia and after examining
the trends inintra-SAARC trade and investment
flows, this paper finds that the progress in
regional cooperation has been far short of
potential.

Key words — South Asia, regional trade,
Foreign Direct investment, SAFTA, bilateral FTAs
Introduction —

Indiais the largest economy in the South
Asian region accounting for more than 80 per
cent of South Asia's GDP. More than 90 per cent
of the regional trade of Bangladesh, Nepal and
Sri Lanka as well as a major part of their global
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trade is with India. Trade amongst the
remaining South Asian countries is much smaller
than India's trade with any of its South Asian
partners. Owing to its central geographical
location in the region, India is also at the helm
of all regional trade facilitation and transit
issues. The pace and direction of economic
integration in South Asia, therefore, is largely a
function of India's relations with the other
economies of the region.

In recent years, India has taken several
measures, both bilaterally and under the ambit
of SAFTA, to facilitate trade in the region. A
number of initiatives been implemented to
liberalise the tariff regimes facing imports from
South Asia as well as to address on-tariff
barriers and transport impediments. However
Intra-SAARC trade, continues to be very low (at
about 5 per cent of the region's total trade), and
India's imports from rest of South Asia is less
than 1% of its total imports.

South Asia has the dubious distinction
of having an even larger number of poor people
living below S1 per day than sub-Saharan
Africa. Border regions—where central policy
making in any country is peripheral and where
this poverty is largely concentrated—will
benefit significantly from greater regional
economic cooperation because it opens up these
borders and converts peripheries to new poles
of economic activity. Historically, the best
example is the development of Northern Italy
and Southern Switzerland.

The Case for Trade and Investment Integration
in South Asia

Recent developments in the region,
especially new growth momentum and greater
opennessin all South Asian economies, warrant
a fresh look at enhancing regional integration.
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in the South Asian
economies has grown strongly at about 6% since
the 1990s, and almost 7% in the last five years,
starting in 2002-03. This higher growth
trajectory is directly attributable to the opening

up of the economies and adoption of stabilizing
macroeconomic policies. Growth rates of these
magnitudes have helped South Asia to reduce
poverty rates and raise living standards.
However, the incidence of poverty is still very
high and the absolute number of people living
below the poverty line has actually increased.
The biggest challenge for the region is poverty
reduction through robust and sustained growth.
Share in Total Export to the World

SITC | South Asia (minus India) SITC | South Asia with India
84 | Apparel/clothing/access 41.4 84 [ Apparel/clothing/access 14.4
65 | Textile yam/fabric/art. 25.8 33 | Petroleum and products | 12..4
4 Cereals/cereal preparation | 4.1 65 | Textile yarn/fabric/art 10.9
7 Coffee/tea/cocoa/spices 3.0 66 | Non-metal mineral 8.2
manufactures
33 | Petroleum and products 2.7 89 | Misc manufactures nes 5.1
3 Fish/shellfish/etc. 2.6 67 | Iron and steel 4.5
89 | Misc manufactures nes 2.3 51 Organic chemicals 3.5
61 Leather manufactures 1.9 28 | Metal ores/metal scrap 3.5
66 | Non-metal mineral | 1.7 68 | Non-ferrous metals 2.8
manufacture
5 Vegetables and fruit 1.0 54 | Pharmaceutical product 2.4

Notes: Bhutan has not been included.
Data for Bangladesh is for 2004, Nepal 2003,
and Sri Lanka 2005. For India, Pakistan and
Maldives data pertains to 2006.

Source: Estimated from WITS Database.
Liberalisation of Tariffs under SAFTA and
India's Bilateral FTAs

In line with SAFTA provisions, India of-
fered tariff concessions separately to NLDCs and
LDCs. India also maintained separate rules of
origin and sensitive lists for theses two groups
of countries. However, concessions offered to
NLDCs are applicable only to Pakistan, since
India has an FTA with Sri Lanka and any conces-
sions applicable to LDCs are applicable only to
Bangladesh, since it is the only LDC member
under SAFTA with which India does not have an
FTA. (Maldives is too small and accounts for only
0.1 per cent of the GDP of SAARC Member coun-
tries). ,

Thus, from India's standpoint, all tariff
liberalization efforts with its SAARC members
are done bilaterally. The negotiations with Sri
Lanka, Nepal and Afghanistan take place under
the respective bilateral trade arrangements.
With Pakistan the tariff negotiations are done
under SAFTA for NLDCs and with Bangladesh
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these take place under SAFTA for LDCs. The
following sections examine the tariff and
sensitive lists that govern India's trade with
each of its major trading partners in SAARC viz.,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal.
List of Bilateral and Regional Trade Agreements
(Operational and under negotiation)
Operational Agreements

1. Agreement on South Asian Free Trade
Area (SAFTA).Operational since January 2006,
see section 2;

2. Asia Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA)
or Bangkok Agreement. Operational since
September2006;

3. Bangladesh-India Amended Trade
Agreement. Operational since April 2006;

4. Bhutan-India Agreement on Trade,
Commerce and Transit. Operational since
January 1972

5. India-Maldives Trade Agreement.
Operational since April 1981;

6. India-Singapore Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement. Operational
since August 2005, see sections;

7.India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement.
Operational since March 2000, see section 3;

8. India-Thailand Free Trade Agreement.
Operational since September2004, see section 4;

9. Indo-Nepal Treaty of Trade. Opera-
tional since 1992.

Conclusion -

The progress in implementing trade
enhancing measures in the last two years,
particularly with respect to India's trade with
Pakistan and Bangladesh, is unprecedented. It
is unlikely that this process will be reversed.

Similarly, a series of measures were
implemented successfully to enhance trade with
Bangladesh. With these developments, the risks
of failed integration in South Asia have been
greatly minimised.

Other challenges include institutional
reform at the borders. Since land borders have
been rigid for several decades, vested interests,

who are likely to resist change, have developed.
It is important to identify and adopt strategies
to deal with such forces.
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Abstract

In this paper, a review is taken of the
South Asian Politics & India. It includes review
of India’s five states i.e. Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, Shri Lanka and Bangla Desh. These five
states have their own political culture. It has its
own features. Nepal have a tradition of the
Communist Party politics. Pakistan & Bangla
Desh have a long back history of Political
Instability & Military Dictatorship. In the past,
Pakistan & Bangla Desh were integrated. Now
these both are separate State. The politics of
these two states in on new mode. Bhutan is the
only state where Kingship has its place.

The politics, economy & security issues
in these countries, reflects in the politics of
South Asia. India’ role in South Asian politics is
important.

Key Words: SAARC, India, Pakistan,
Bangla Desh, Nepal, Terrorism, SAFTA, Big
Brother, Shri Lanka, Bhutan.

Introduction

South Asian Politics includes foreign
relations of the India, Pakistan, Shri Lanka,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangla Desh & Maldives with
each other. Pakistan, Bangla Desh are majority
Islamic Countries in South Asia. Nepal was once
upon a Hindu nation. India & Pakistan are facing
problem of Terrorism. Shri Lanka has faced racial
Terrorism. At major level Pakistan & also Bangla

Desh has became Terrorist Training Camp. Nepal
has faced instability for long time, infighting
between Democratic & Communist forces. Due
to this situation, Nepal is also became soft
target for Terrorist activities, like hijacking of
airplane.

Comparatively India & Shri Lanka are the
Successful Democratic Countries. India has
never helped & supported Terrorist activities.
India has always taken democratic approach
towards South Asian politics & supported
democratic regimes in South Asia
Concept of South Asia

South Asia or Southern Asia is the
southern region of the Asian continent. It
comprises the sub-Himalayan countries and, for
some authorities, adjoining countries to the
west and east.

Core countries of South Asia

With the core seven countries,
Bangladesh, Bhutan ,India, Maldives ,Nepal,
Pakistan & Sri Lanka ,the South Asia covers 10%
of the Asian continent & 2.4% of the world’s land
surface area. South Asia account for about
16.5% of the world’s population.
South Asian Politics

South Asian politics works at following levels:
1. Internal Politics of the South Asian Nations

Democracy in one or another form is
accepted almost all the South Asian countries.
Bhutan is also marching towards democracy.
However internal politics of the South Asian
countries is faced by Political Instability &
Terrorism. Maoist, Separatist created problems
in the parts of South Asia.

2. Regional level politics of the South Asia

Regional level politics of the South Asia
is faced by competition rather than co-operation.
3. Impact of Asia’ Regional Politics

Asia’ Regional Politics makes impact on
politics of South Asia. China’s role is important
in this sense. China tries to play a role of big
brother in Asia. China makes efforts to influence
almost all the South Asian countries.
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4. Influence of International Politics

World Politics influences the South Asian
politics. Pakistan has been ally of U.S.A. Now
Bangladesh have good relations with the U.S.A.
India has leaded NAM & argued for Independent
foreign policy in International Politics.

5. World level terrorism

Terrorism in South Asia is connected with
world level terrorism. India’s neighboring
countries have terrorist camps which have
connections with world level terrorist groups.
India’ Role in South Asian Politics

India’ role in South Asian Politics is
significant. Without India, South Asian politics
cannot be completed. India has always taken
democratic approach towards South Asian
politics, supported democratic regimes in South
Asia, opposed terrorist activates & supported
South Asia’s economic development.

1. India & Bangla Desh

It was only because of India; Bangla
Desh got the independence from the injustice
of Pakistan. While getting freedom from
Pakistan, Bangla Desh Mukti Vahini expected
help from India. India fulfilled the same. In
Bangla Desh freedom movement period,
Government in Exile of the Bangla Desh was
established in Kolkata.

2. India & Nepal

Indian government has always supported
tothe democratic forces in Nepal. Besides India
has always given space for Nepali people for
their employment. This way India has supported
Nepali Economy.

3. India & Bhutan

India has supported the Democratic
election process in Bhutan.
4. India & Shri Lanka.

India has always supported democratic
government in Shri Lanka. India has sent Peace
Keeping force in Shri Lanka in the insurgency
phase in the late 80s. LTTE has started home
warin ShriLanka. Shri Lankan government sought
the help of the India. India responded positively.

India faced the problems due to this help. We
lost our Young & energetic premier through the
hands of the LTTE terrorists.

4. Maldives

In the year 1987, revolt took place
against the Maldives President. India’s help was
asked by the Maldives President. Indian
government made the necessary arrangements.
India & SAARC

The South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) is an economic and
geopolitical organization of eight countries that
are primarily located in South Asia.

India’s role is important in the successful
operation of the SAARC. India believes that spirit
of SAARC helps the South Asian countries for
the process of development. India’ approach
towards SAARC is very positive. The objectives
of SAARC, End of Terrorism, Development of
SAPTA, SAPTA’s transformation into SAFTA are
very significant for India
India’s New Government’s Role in South Asian
Politics

Modi Government’s foreign policy is
currently focused on improving relations with
neighboring countries in South Asia. In pursuit
of this, he has made official visits to Bhutan and
Nepal within the first 100 days of his
government.

Mini SAARC Summit

Modi’s swearing-in ceremony featured
nearly all the SAARC leaders. On the second day
on office he held bilateral talks with all of them
individually which was dubbed as a “Mini SAARC
Summit”. Prime Minister Narendra Modi hinted
that his foreign policy will actively focus on
improving ties with India’s immediate
neighbours which is being termed as
‘Neighborhood First Policy’

Conclusion

India’ role in South Asian politics is
important. India wishes to maintain good &
healthy relation with all the South Asian
countries. Role of India, in the Economy of South
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Asia is leading one. India is the natural leader
of the South Asia but India has never shown
such position. India has always taken democratic
approach towards South Asian politics,
supported democratic regimes in South Asia.
India has always given space for Nepali people
for their employment. It was only because of
India; Bangla Desh got the independence from
the injustice of Pakistan All the South Asian
countries can fight together with the problem
of economic under development & terrorism.
Economic development cannot be achieved
without the united effort of the South Asian
countries. Interference of the big powers like U.S.
& china cannot be avoided but care should be
taken that this interference will not hazard South
Asia’s fight with terrorism & efforts for regions
economic development. No doubt, South Asian
countries have their own national interests. But
it should not bother South Asian integrity.
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Abstract :

As an aftermath of globalization, Indian
government has resorted to open trade policy.
The economic reforms of early 1990s have
opened an array of challenges for the Indian
entrepreneurs. The growth rate of the Indian
economy was around 7% during the period from
1994-1997. The inflow of foreign fund also
recorded substantial increase. The focus has
been shifted to get access to the markets.
Methods have also been devised to attract
foreign direct investments to strengthen
economic infrastructures of the SAARC nations.
All these initiatives point towards an improve-
ment in the economic relationship among the 7
South Asian countries.

Introduction :

South Asian regional integration is
seemingly confronting many challenges. The
aim of this paper is to identify those challenges
and also look for prospects. The Association was
formed in 1985 with the aim to ensure social
and economic development of the member
countries. However, over the years it has been
seen that SAARC mainly worked towards
development of economic relationship among
the SAARC nations. Attempts are also on to
further trade relations with the member nations
of ASEAN (Association of South East Asian
Nations) and the European Union. In spite of
lying in the vicinity of one another, trading
activities were restricted among the SAARC
nations. Over the years, there has significant
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improvement in the trade relations among the
seven SAARC members.

SAARC summits created a platform for
closed-doors bilateral talks between its
member nations. This helps in further
enhancing the regional cooperation. Apart from
economic developments, the SAARC work on
disaster management, climate development,
human resource development and poverty
alleviation. It have also voice to follow a 'single
currency' like the European Union.

HOW IT STACKS UpP

India's trade with
SAARC partnerse

Alghanistan $17bn Mepal

$0.63bn 53bn
" -
/f"
Fakistan
$Et?f__ Bhutan
K ___—50.40bn
=
. Bangladesh
Maldives __.-m—““"-'_ Ir S6bn
S0.11bn II
|
| India's total
Sri Lanka trade
$Sbn $800bn

India's Trade with SAARC Countries

(Value in USS Billion)

00607 200708 200809 200910 200910  2010-11
(Aprik-Sept)  (April-Sept)
| Exports
India’s Total | 12641 | 163.13 | 18530 | 178.75 | 8035 | 10535
:mhamufWREmntnes | 512 [ 591 | 462 | 469 | 458 | 455 »
4 Imports |
India’s Total | 18574 | 25165 | 303.70 :E‘EE.ST 12813 | 16145
%oshareof SAARCcountries | 081 | 0B4 | 060 | 057 058 056

Provisional Source: DGCIES
SAARC is really important platform for
whole region and particularly for India as it's
prosperity and success will act as deterrence
for outside powers to intervene in south asian
region . This deterrence will provide upper hand
to India in maintaining supremacy in region
provided by its great landmass, economy growth
and obviously it's status of nuclear power.
Anyways, to be honest, we cannot claim
this organization as a successful one yet. tho
it's goal was to create a strong bonding via
economic,cultural and social crossborder

exchange among it's member countries.

Yet there are some achievements that
we can consider as positive outcomes.

-SAFTA (south asian free trade area)

-SAPTA (South asianpreferancial trading
agreement)

-Customs Union

-SAARC monetary union by 2020.

The objectives of the Association as
defined in the Charter are:

i. To promote the welfare of the peoples
of South Asia and to improve their quality of life;

ii. To accelerate economic growth,
social progress and cultural development in the
region and to provide all individuals the
opportunity to live in dignity and to realize their
full potential;

iii. To promote and strengthen collective
self-reliance among the countries of South Asia;

iv. To contribute to mutual trust,
understanding and appreciation of one another’s
problems;

v. To promote active collaboration and
mutual assistance in the economic, social,
cultural, technical and scientific fields;

vi. To strengthen cooperation with other
developing countries;

vii. To strengthen cooperation among
themselves in international forums on matters
of common interest; and

viii. To cooperate with international and
regional organizations with similar aims and
purposes.

The Declaration on South Asian Regional
Cooperation was adopted by the Foreign
Ministers in 1983 in New Delhi. During the
meeting, the Ministers also launched the
Integrated Programme of Action (IPA) in nine
agreed areas, namely, Agriculture; Rural
Development; Telecommunications; Meteorol-
ogy; Health and Population Activities; Transport;
Postal Services; Science and Technology; and
Sports, Arts and Culture.

SAARC Free Trade Agreement:
Overthe years, the SAARC members have

expressed their unwillingness on signing a free
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trade agreement. Though India has several trade
pacts with Maldives, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri
Lanka, similar trade agreements with Pakistan
and Bangladesh have been stalled due to
political and economic concerns on both sides.
India has been constructing a barrier across its
borders with Bangladesh and Pakistan. In 1993,
SAARC countries signed an agreement to
gradually lower tariffs within the region, in
Dhaka. Eleven years later, at the 12th SAARC
Summit at Islamabad, SAARC countries devised
the South Asia Free Trade Agreement which
created a framework for the establishment of a
free trade area covering 1.4 billion people. This
agreement went into force on January 1, 2006.
Under this agreement, SAARC members will
bring their duties down to 20 per cent by 2007.
Figure 2: Trade agreements of India that cover services

India - Singapore Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement 2005
India - South Korea Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement | 2010
India - Malaysia Comprehensive Ecenomic Cooperation Agreement 201
India - Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 201
India - ASEAN Agreement (Goods - 2010, Services - 2015)

(ASEAN - Association of South East Asian Nations include Brunei,

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos. Malaysia. Myanmar. Philippines.
Singapore. Thailand and Vietnam)

Areas of Co-operation:

At the inception of the Association, the
Integrated Programme of Action (IPA)
consisting of a number of Technical Committees
(TCs) was identified as the core areas of
cooperation. Over the period of years, the
numbers of TCs were changed as per the
requirement.

The current areas of cooperation under
the reconstituted Regional Integrated
Programme of Action which is pursued through
the Technical Committees cover:

1. Agriculture and Rural Development;

2. Health and Population Activities;

3. Women, Youth and Children;

4. Environment and Forestry;

5. Science and Technology and
Meteorology;

6. Human Resources Development; and

7. Transport.

Recently, high level Working Groups have

2015

also been established to strengthen coopera-
tion in the areas of Information and Communi-
cations Technology, Biotechnology, Intellectual
Property Rights, Tourism and Energy.
Economic Co-operation:

The acceleration of economic growth is
a Charter objective of SAARC. Cooperation in the
core economic areas among SAARC Member
Countries was initiated following the Study on
Trade, Manufactures and Services (TMS), which
was completed in June 1991.

Currently, the following important
processes of SAARC are promoting cooperation
in the field of Trade, Economy and Finance and
related areas:

i. Committee on Economic Cooperation: Over-
all Coordination of cooperation in economic areas;

ii. South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)
Committee of Experts and SAFTA Ministerial Coun-
cil: Administration and implementation of SAFTA,

iii. Finance Ministers Mechanism: Coop-
eration in the field of Finance and related areas;

iv. Standing Group on Standards and
SAARC Standards Coordination Board: Coopera-
tion in the field of harmonization of Standards;

v. Group on Customs Cooperation is deal-
ing with issues related to harmonization of
Customs rules and procedures.

International Co-operation:

Successive SAARC Summits have
acknowledged the importance of SAARC
pursuing mutually beneficial cooperation with
regional, United Nations (UN) and other
international organizations in the areas of
cooperation agreed to in SAARC. A
Memorandum of Understanding was signed with
the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) in February 1993 on
UNCTAD Database on Trade Control Measures
and Trade Analysis and Information System
(TRAINS). AMemorandum of Understanding on
cooperation between SAARC and the European
Commission was signed in July 1996 under
which projects for cooperation have been
identified out of which some have already been
implemented. A Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) has also been signed with the
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capacity building for the harmonization of m
Standards among the SAARC countries.
Economic Relationship among SAARC Nations: INDIA’S POLICY TOWARDS

The South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation or SAARC was created to promote
economic integrity and cooperation among 7
South Asian nations namely India, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives and Sri Lanka.
Asian The focus has been shifted to get access
to the markets of the other members. Methods
have also been devised to attract foreign direct
investments to strengthen economic infrastruc-
tures of the SAARC nations. All these initiatives
point towards animprovement in the economic
relationship among the 7 South countries. This
has prompted the South Asian countries to go
for bilateral trading activities instead of getting
involved in multilateral trade agreements.
However, the Association is expected to take
more proactive steps to improve the economic
relationship among its members. Besides
devising policies for economic integration,
SAARC is supposed to function as a medium to
facilitate discussions among the South Asian
nations. Seminars and conferences are going to
be helpful measures for promoting cross border
trade and investment.

All these resulted from the flexible
economic policies adopted by the Indian
government. The economic prosperity of India
prompted the other SAARC members to seek
resort to international trade as a platform for
economic growth.
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Abstract :

India and Bangladesh share proximity of
culture, history, language and geography. India’s
relations with Bangladesh are multi-dimen-
sional-ideological, political and also economic.
An extreme sense of distrust,insecurity and
perceived domination by India has shaped
Bangladesh’s foreign policy in recent years. In
spite of this intimate relationship, ties between
the two countries have remained problematic.
Among the many challenges facing the relation-
ship are river water sharing, trade and transit,
illegal migration and border management. One
recent source of tension has been violence on
the border. Even though there have been
attempts on both sides to bring peace and
tranquility to the border, success has been
elusive. In the social, cultural and economic
fields the two countries tried to strengthen their
bonds and concluded a number of agreements.
Similarly in the field of science and technology
the two countries agreed to cooperate. The two
countries also amicably settled certain border
issues. The last decade has seen a new
development in India’s foreign policy, The UPA
government has sought to improve political
relations and deepen economic partnership with
Bangladesh.

Introdution :
India and Bangladesh, two sub- continen-
tal neighbours have always shared strong

SAr-akirad]: [nterdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal [ylsEled 1 g X X((N] 1)




MAH MUL/03051/2012
ISSN: 2319 9318

Oct. T.o Dec. 2016 040
Spicel Issue

cultural, linguistic, social, economic and
geographical ties. Common history, economic
interactions and geostrategic interests make
India and Bangladesh vital to each other. As one
of the major immediate neighbours surround-
ing Bangladesh, India naturally occupies a
pivotal position in its foreign policy. The
geostrategic conditions, economic interactions,
energy supplies, trade links,ethno-cultural
proximity and historical linkages provide a
piethora of opportunities for close cordial and
cooperative relations between the two
countries. India’s contribution towards
Bangladesh’swar of liberation in 1971 was
critical to the latter’s emergence as an indepen-
dent entity. However, events that followed the
liberation of Bangladesh did not result in the
continuance of cordial relations between these
two countries as was expected. There are a few
fundamental issues between India and
Bangladesh such as land and maritime bound-
ary demarcation, the sharing of water from 54
common rivers, informal trade, transnational
crime and interference in internal affairs that
have adversely affected their relationship. The
last decade has seen a new development in
India’s foreign policy. The Social cultural and
economic fields the two countries tried to
strengthen their bonds and concluded a
number of agreements. Similarly in the field of
science and technology the two countries
agreed to cooperate. The two countries also
amicably settled certain border issues.
India’s Foreign Policy :

India achieved independence on August
15, 1947 that immediately necessitated foreign
policy making by this country. India becomes a
member of international community comprising
sovereign countries. India’s independence
initiated the process of decolonization and
India decided to support all anti-colonial,
anti-imperialist struggles. Yet, India’s foreign
policy is largely based on her history and
culture. Speaking in the Lok Sabha, Prime

Minister Nehru had said in March 1950. “It
should not be supposed that we are starting on
a clean slate. It is a policy which flowed from
our recent history and from our national move-
ment and its development and from various
ideals we have proclaimed.”

Objectives of India’s Foreign Policy :

Foreign policy makers set out certain
objectives before they proceed to lay down
basic principles and formulate the policy.
Several of these objectives are common, though
the degree of emphasis always varies. A former
foreign secretary of India, Muchkund Dubey
wrote: “The primary purpose of any country’s
foreign policy is to promote its national
interest- to ensure its security, safeguard its
sovereignty, contribute to its growth and
prosperity and generally enhance its stature,
influence and role in the comity of nations. A
country’s foreign policy should also be able to
serve broader purpose of promoting peace,
disarmament and development and of establish-
ing a stable, fair and equitable global order.”
India- Bangladesh Treaty :

Afterthe withdrawn of Indian troops was
completed, Indian Prime Minister Mrs. Indira
Gandhi landed at Dhaka Airport on 17 March
1972. At the Airport in brief speech in Bengali
she emphasized that whatever help, India had
given to Bangladesh was in pursuance of her
own ideas and not for ulterior motives. India
wanted Bangladesh to become strong and pros-
perous because it was India’s own interest to
have such a neighbour. To further strengthen the
relations between the two countries and to give
them some sort of permanent form, The
Government of India and Bangladesh signed on
the pattern of the Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace,
Friendship and Cooperation of 1971, 25 years
Co-operation in Social and Cultural fields :

The interaction between India and
Bangladesh in the social, cultural and economic
areas was quite frequent in the Sheikh Mujib
era, but later on the circumstances and some
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other factors created obstacles in the smooth
running.Both the countries have signed a large
number of agreements in these fields. To promote
science and technology,both the countries coop-
erated with each other and signed a number of
agreements during the Sheikh Mujib and in post
Muijib era. India had played a memorable role in
the construction of Bangladesh economy and
social set up which were totally shattered during
the liberation struggle. The economic relations
should be further strengthened because India is
the only country from where Bangladesh can
import items of her choice more easily and
comparatively at cheaper rates. It would also help
in curbing the activities of smugglers and other
group of people from both the countries who are
otherwise involved in the illegal trade.

Border agreement of 1974 :

Both the countries signed a Border
Agreement in May 1974 when Sheikh Mujib
Rahman visited India and solved the problem of
Dahagram, Berubari and Angarpota enclaves
under the agreement while the Berubari union
would remain in India. Bangladesh would retain
the Dahagram and Angarpota enclaves. It was also
agreed to define the border more accurately at
certain points and to complete demarcation of the
land boundaries between the two countries.
Principles of India’s Foreign Policy :

The major principles of India’s foreign
policy can be traced to policies pursued by Indian
National Congress during the pre-independence
period. Shortly after independence Indian National
Congress met at Jaipur session and made it clear
that,“The foreign policy of India must necessarily
be based on the principles that have guided the
congress in the past years. These principles are
promotion of world peace, the freedom of all
nations, racial equality and ending of imperialism
and colonialism. It should be the constant of the
foreign policy of India to maintain friendly and
cooperative relations with all nations and to avoid
entanglementin military or similar alliances which
tend to divide up the world in rival groups and thus
endanger the world.” Principles of India’s foreign

policy are

1) Non-Alignment.

2) Panchsheel and Peaceful co-existence.

3) Opposition to Racial Discrimination.

4) Foreign Economic Aid and India’s Inde-
pendent policy.

5) Support to the United Nations.

6) Peaceful Settlement of Intemational Disputes.
Conclusion:

India-Bangladesh relations over the years
reflect the prominence of coercive elements in
India’s hegemonic role in South Asia. This percep-
tion will affect the development of long term in-
stitutional relationships with smaller neighbours
of South Asia. This was clearly reflected in India’s
aversion towards multilateral cooperation frame-
works like SAARC and the lack of reciprocation in
trade and economic cooperation with countries,
as seen with Bangladesh. The last decade has
seen a new development in India’s foreign policy.
The recent improvement in relations between In-
dia and Bangladesh suggests, there is a growing
realisation that increased cooperation will bring
substantial socio-economic benefits that can no
longer be overlooked. India is committed to work
with the government of Bangladesh to open new
vistas in bilateral relations. Both countries need
each otherin the current regional and global envi-
ronment. So, both countries must look forward with
a constructive spirit to develop bilateral relations
which may help in making South Asia stable and
secure.
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Nepal is Country of Hindu Peoples.
Situated on the Southern slope of Himalayas.
Nepal lies between India and the Chinese
territory of Tibet. Nepal is a landlocked country
and almost pass through the Indian port of
Kolkata. Nepal is also economically dependent
on India. Nepal’s position has become more
important of India. It may be regarded as a buffer
state between India and China. Nepal shares
an open border with India and is bounded by
three sides, east. South and west. Nepal has her
unique position in the south Asian Region.
Relations between India and Nepal have
traditionally been close since ancient times as
a result of geographical location and common
religious, linguistic and cultural identities that
overlap the two countries. The presences of
Gorkhas in Indian army, the millions of Napalis
and working in India. And flows of major rivers
from Nepal to India.

In the 1950s, the Rana rulers of Nepal
welcomed close relations with India. As the
number of Indians living and working in Nepal's
Terai region increased and the involvement of
India in Nepal's politics deepened in the 1960s
and after,. The Nepalese Citizenship Act of 1952
allowed Indians to immigrate to Nepal and
acquire Nepalese citizenship with ease—a
source of huge resentment in Nepal, an Indian
military mission was established in Nepal At the
same time, Nepal's dissatisfaction with India's
growing influence began to emerge, and
overtures to China were initiated as a counter-
weight to India

The 1962 Sino-Indian border war, the
relationship between Kathmandu and New Delhi
thawed significantly. India suspended its
support to India-based Nepalese opposition
forces which India had been doing in violation
of 1950's, The defeat of Indian forces in 1962
provided Nepal with the breathing space and
Nepal extracted several concessions, including
transit rights with other countries through
India. In exchange, through a secret accord
concluded in 1965, similar to an arrangement
that had been suspended in 1963, India won a
monopoly on arms sales to Nepal.

In 1978 after the formal
acknowledgement of the Himalayan Kingdom of
Sikkim being an Indian state by Nepal, India
agreed to separate trade and transit treaties,
satisfying a long-term Nepalese demand. In
1987 India urged expulsion of Nepalese settlers
from neighboring Indian states that led to
expulsion of thousands of Nepali-speaking
people from Meghalaya, and Nepal tried to
retaliate by introducing a work permit system
for Indians working in Nepal but the Nepalese
government failed to implement the provision
because of the protest from madheshis

The special security relationship
between New Delhi and Kathmandu was re-
established during the June 1990 New Delhi
meeting of Nepal's Prime Minister Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai and the Indian Prime Minister,
V.P. Singh. During the December 1991 visit to
India by Nepalese Prime minister Girija Prasad
Koirala, the two countries signed new, separate
trade and transit treaties and other economic
agreements designed to accord Nepal additional
economic benefits. Indian- Nepali relations
appeared to be undergoing still more reassess-
ment when Nepali's Prime Minister Man Mohan
Adhikary visited New Delhi in April 1995 and
insisted on a major review of the 1950 peace
and friendship treaty. In the face of benign
statements by his Indian hosts relating to the
treaty, Adhikari sought greater economic
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independence for his landlocked nation while
simultaneously striving to improve ties with
China. In 1996, India signed the Mahakali River
Water Treaty with Nepal with the purpose of
building up barrages that would facilitate
better movement of goods and people from one
side to another. A new era of mutual trust has
been entered with the conclusion of Mahakali
Treaty. The treaty allowed Nepal to trade
through the Chittagong area of Bangladesh.
Similarly, the transit routes reduced the
transport costs and at the same time made it
possible for India to check and control the
activities of ISI agents operating from Nepal.
This transit route further enhanced
intra-regional trade between India and her
neighbours. India sponsored Nepal's admission
to the UNO in 1990.

Human Trafficking in Nepal is a serious
concern. An estimated 100,000-200,000
Nepalese in India are believed to have been
trafficked. Sex trafficking is particularly rampant
within Nepal and to India, with as many as
5,000-10,000 women and girls trafficked to
India alone each year. The seriousness of
trafficking of Nepalese girls to India was
highlighted by documentary: Nepal's Stolen
Children which caused an outrage among
Nepalese.

The current border between Nepal and
India exists as a legacy of British India. The
present border between Nepal and India was
set after the former's defeat at the hands of
British in 1814 which led to the Partition of
Nepal under Treaty of Sugauli. with Nepal
losing the territories of Darjeeling to the East
and Kumaon and Garhwal up to Sutlej. river in
the West. Mechi river was set to the be the
Eastern border between British India and Nepal
whereas Mahakali river was set to be the
Western border. However, lack of clarity in
defining the exact tributaries and point of
origin of the rivers has led to border disputes.

The Territorial disputes of India and
Nepal include Kalapani 400 km? and Susta 140
km?. Nepal claims that the river to the west of
Kalapani is the main Kali river hence it belongs
to Nepal. But India insists that the river to the
east of Kalapani is the main Kali river, and
therefore claim the Kalapani area belongs to
India. The river borders the Nepalese zone of
Mahakali and the Indian state of Uttarakhand.
The Sugauli Treaty signed by Nepal and British
India on 4 March 1816 locates the Kali River as
Nepal's western boundary with India.
Subsequent maps drawn by British surveyors
show the source of the boundary river at
different places. This discrepancy in locating the
source of the river led to boundary disputes
between India and Nepal, with each country
producing maps supporting their own claims.
The Kali River runs through an area that includes
a disputed area of about 400 km? around the
source of the river although the exact size of
the disputed area varies from source to source.
The dispute intensified in 1997 as the Nepali
parliament considered a treaty on hydro-
electric development of the river. India and Nepal
differ as to which stream constitutes the source
of the river. Nepal regards Limpiyadhura as the
source; India claims Lipu Lekh as the source.
Nepal has reportedly tabled an 1856 map from
the British India Office to support its position.
Kalapani has been occupied by India's Ind
Tibetan border security forces since the Sino-
Indian War with Chinain 1962. Nepal has called
for the withdrawal of the Indian border forces
from Kalapani area.

Nepal promulgated its new Constitution
in 2015 but the indian Madhesiimmigrants, the
Janajatis and the Tharus, who are considered
as the marginalized groups felt they were being
left out in the new constitution. These groups,
Madheshi immigrants in particular then
blockaded the border points. However, the
Nepalese government accused India of
deliberately worsening the embargo by not
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allowing vehicles to pass from check-points
where no protests were held. Indian government
denied this.

Citizenship has long been an emotive
issue among the madhesi immigrants as they
always marry Indians from the northern districts
of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and spouses of Nepali
citizens become ‘naturalized Nepali citizens'.
However, there is a provision regarding the
offspring of such marriages. Children of a Nepali
male marrying a foreigner are ‘Nepalis by
descent” whereas if a Nepali woman marries a
foreigner, their children are ‘naturalized Nepalis’
which bars them from important and powerful
constitutional positions. Thisis anissue that has
been taken up by women'’s groups on the grounds
that it violates the basic principle of equality
guaranteed by the Constitution.

However, in recent years, the increas-
ing dominance of Maoism in Nepal's domestic
politics along with the strengthening economic
and political influence of the China. has caused
the Nepal to gradually distance its ties with
India, though Nepalese government does
support India at the UN. Prime Minister of India
Narendra Modi. Visited Nepal in August, 2014
marking the first official visit by an Indian prime
ministerin 17 years, provided Nepal with USD 1
billion as concessional line of credit for various
development purposes to Nepal and a HIT
formula, but he insisted that Indian immigrants
in Nepal don't pose a threat to Nepal's
sovereignty and therefore open border between
Nepal and India should be a bridge and not a
barrier. Nepal and India signed an important deal
on 25 November 2014 as per which India will
build a 900 MW hydropower plant at a cost of
another USD 1 billion An amount of US$250
million has been granted to Nepal as a part of
the agreements signed on 22 February 2016 for
post-earthquake reconstruction.

CONCLUSION

As close neighbours, India and Nepal

share a unique relationship of friendship and

cooperation characterized by open borders and
deep-rooted people-to-people contacts of
kinship and culture. There has been a long
tradition of free movement of people across the
borders. India continues to be Nepal?s largest
trade partner, source of foreign investment and
tourist arrivals. India had played a leading role
in helping the Nepal Army (NA) in its
modernization through provision of equipment
and training.

Prime Minister showed his willingness
to revise the 1950 Treaty of Peace and
Friendship, and clearly A joint statement issued
at the end of the visit clearly underlined the need
to explore ways to enhance economic and trade
cooperation. Modi outlined the concept HIT- to
help Nepal through development of highway,
information technology and transmission lines
for electricity. The dilapidated condition of roads
in Indo- Nepal frontier region , huge gap of
demand and supply of electricity in bordering
states and poor and pathetic state of communi-
cation networks in Nepal and border areas of
Indian side need steps to improve .
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SAARC was established in December
1985 during the first SAARC summit that was
held in Dhaka. After gaining independence from
the British rule, India adopted the policy of NSR
or National Self Reliance and next formed SAARC
along with 6 other member nations of South Asia
namely: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Pakistan, Nepal,
Maldives, India and Sri Lanka which continue to
be its members till date.

India succeeded in building excellent
trade relations and cordial relations on social,
political and economic front with the 6 SAARC
countries.

India has been an active member of the
SAARC and aims and fostering better mutual
understanding by supporting people-to-people
initiatives. India offers a great source of
potential investment in terms of trade and
commerce as it is the sole SAARC member to be
sharing borders with all 6 members via land or
sea.

SAARC’s prime objectives include:
promoting the welfare of the people of South
Asia, accelerating the Economic growth, social
progress; providing dignified livelihood to all
individuals and on a larger scale promoting the

self-reliance amongst the South Asian nations
and building trust and appreciation for other
countries’ problem.

Inthe way of achieving these objectives,
poverty has been major hindrance. India offered
a contribution of US $ 100 million at the twelfth
Summit held at Islamabad in 2004.

India’s disputes and military rivalry with
Pakistan is believed to be the cause of ineffec-
tiveness of SAARC in integrating South Asian
countries. If Indo-Pak relations improve, many
SAARC nations could benefit from it by improved
trade relations and creation of better export
markets. SAARC has failed to work towards
regional co-operation mainly because India has
been reluctant to solve major regional disputes
which have given rise to economic and political
problems in South Asia.

Since India has an unbeatable economic,
military strength and international influence
compared to all 6 members of SAARC, the
disparity of power brings in the reluctance from
smaller states to work with India. They have fear
of dominance from India if they co-operate in
order to facilitate faster economic growth.

India has also heightened the fears of
fears of South Asian nations by acting in a
dominating and arrogant way. Its dispute with
neighboring Bangladesh due to redirection of
water flows impacting Bangladesh’s agricultural
production has kept Bangladesh afraid of its
powers.

Nepal is also fearful that India may take
over its world trade because of its geographical
suitability. As a result of all these fears and
disagreements, SAARC has failed to promote
regional co-operation and mutual trust amongst
the South Asian countries.

The tension between India and Sri Lanka
that prevailed for 4 years over Indian Military
trying to curb the revolution by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil E Elam and Indo-Pak Dispute over
the Kashmir valley and the resulting Trade
violations are enough to prove that South Asian
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countries fail to achieve SAARC objectives by
any means.

India must come to the front and initiate
measures to encourage nations to prove their
mettle and make the SAARC summit a meaning-
ful affair. Appropriate measures should be taken
with the intent of maintaining peace and
resolving disputes amongst the SAARC member
countries. Special Economic Zones and Export
Promotion Zones should be created in all
member countries to make trading easier and
smooth the relations between the South Asian
nations.
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Since his election in May 2014, Prime
Minister NarendraModi has ascribed high priority
to establishing stronger relations with India's
neighbors. While the gesture of inviting South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) leaders to his swearing-in ceremony might
be considered symbolic, it provided the necessary
impetus in bringing SAARC to the forefront of
India's foreign policy lexicon.

Several measures since then have
reinforced the government's resolve to forge closer
strategic ties with countries in the region.
High-level visits to Nepal, Bangladesh, and Bhutan
- alongside summits with larger economic and
geopolitical powers such as Japan, China, and the
United States - not only signal their importance in
India's foreign policy priorities, but have also laid
the groundwork for stronger and more substan-
tive cooperation.

During the visit of the Prime Minister of
Nepal to India, Modi described SAARC as a "vital
instrument to add to the strength of each member
nation and advance collective action for shared
prosperity in the region."

The steps taken over the past few months
have infused a new life and hope for greater
integration and cooperation in the region and, in
light of this, the 2014 SAARC Summit provides an
opportunity (despite several challenges) to
reinvigorate the goals, objectives and future
direction of the grouping. Indeed, there is great
expectation that this year's SAARC Summit could
be a turning point for the organization.

SAARC's roots lay in the Declaration on
South Asian Regional Cooperation and the Inte-
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grated Programme of Action (IPA), adopted by the
foreign ministers of South Asia in 1983, calling for
regional cooperation in the areas of agriculture,
rural development, telecommunications,
meteorology, and health and population activities.
Subsequently, SAARC was formally established in
1985, during its first Summit in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
The overarching objective of the alliance was to
consolidate South Asia's economic and geopoliti-
cal potential, and promote the welfare of the
population of the region and improve their quality
of life.

But more than three decades since it was
formed, SAARC stands on shaky ground, and
according to some experts has largely been a
"somnolent and disappointing body," its
achievements meager and unconvincing.

Economically, the region is one of the least
integrated in the world, with very low levels of
intra-regional trade and investment. Intra-regional
trade is under 5 percent of total official trade-less
than it was fifty years ago - while intra-regional
foreign investments as a proportion of total invest-
ment figures are just as paltry. Juxtaposed to this,
intra-regional trade accounts for nearly 35 percent
of the total trade in East Asia, 25 percent in South-
east Asia, and almost 12 percent in Middle East
and Africa. The SAFTA (South Asian Free Trade
Agreement) group comprises a region that has tre-
mendous economic potential, but despite having
23 percent of the world's population, the region
accounts for only 6 percent of Purchasing Power
Parity based global GDP, 2 percent of world goods
trade, 3 percent of global foreign direct investment,
but more than 40 percent of the world's poor.

SAARC has also done little to improve
bilateral disagreements and skirmishes, and the
Regional Convention on Suppression of Terrorism
has failed to combat terrorist activity.

While SAARC's failure to realize its goals
may be attributed to several factors - ranging from
terrorism, strained bilateral relations, and the
absence of military and strategic cooperation -
India's own engagement with SAARC has been
found wanting, even though it has evolved over
the years.

India's initial attitude towards SAARC was,

according to one observer, "akin to the attempt by
the Lilliput’s to tie down Gulliver." It, consequently,
played a limited role in the alliance, choosing
instead to engage with its neighbors bilaterally
based on reciprocity. However, as its economic
clout grew in the mid-1990s, India began to
assume a greater role as a regional leader.

The International Monetary Fund finds,
however, that India's growth has had only a
minuscule impact on the growth of its neighbors.
Within the region, India remains the least open
country, with the lowest trade-to-GDP ratio.

Despite SAARC's dismal past, Modi has
boldly stroked new hope for its future. Modi is
widely seen as a reformist Prime Minister, who is
expected to open up the economy and liberalize
trade.

Modi's ambition for SAARC, however, is
confronted by a variety of external and internal
challenges. Externally, the continuing tensions with
Pakistan, the uncertainty over Afghanistan, and the
role of outside actors, notably China, pose threats
to reinvigorating SAARC. Internally, the limited
capacity of the Indian state, particularly the
miniscule size of the foreign service, as well as
the ability to engage key state governments as
stakeholders in foreign policy are also challenges
that need to be addressed.

Despite these challenges, or indeed
because of them, cooperation through SAARC on
infrastructure, energy, water, trade, climate change
mitigation, higher education, healthcare, terrorism,
space and even military cooperation, would
contribute significantly to India's twin goals of
development and stability in the neighborhood.
These are all areas wherein SAARC members face
similar problems, and would thus, benefit from
multilateral and bilateral action within the
framework of SAARC.
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Abstract :

The present study reveals that there are
enormous opportunities for forging closer
economic relations among SAARC countries.
These opportunities could be fully utilized
through the twin process of trade liberalization
& industrial restructuring which are complemen-
tary to each other. It is suggested that the SAARC
countries adopt a combined approach for tariff
reduction & preferential or concessional tariff .
This process will help in moving quickly towards
the creation of a free Trade Area in the SAARC
region. It is necessary to emphasis that, in any
regional organization, smaller countries may feel
that greater trade co-operation with their larger
neighbor may result in larger countries taking
over their economies. India occupies 70% of the
SAARC region, both geographically & economi-
cally, & the remaining 7 nations of the SAARC
borders only with India & not with each other.
As the biggest, and the most industrialized
trading partner among the SAARC countries,
India has to recognize that a special responsi-
bility devolves on her and take a lead in making
the Regional Economic Co- Operation a reality
in South Asia.

Introduction :

In the late 1970s Bangladeshi Present
Ziaur Rahman proposed the creation of a trade
block consisting of South Asian countries. The
idea of regional co-operation in south Asia was
again mooted in may 1980. The Foreign
secretaries of the seven countries met for the
first time in Colombo in April 1981. The South
Asian Association For Regional Co-Operation

(SAARC) is an economic & political organization
of eight countries in Southern Asia. It was
established on December 8, 1985 by India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal,
Maldives & Bhutan. In 2007 Afghanistan became
its eight member.

Objective of SAARC :

1.To promote the welfare of the people
of South Asia.

2.To accelerate economic growth ,social
progress & cultural development in the region.

3.To promote & strengthen collective
self-reliance among the countries of South Asia.

4To contribute to mutual trust,
understanding & appreciation of one another’s
problems.

5.To promote active collaboration &
mutual assistance in the economic, Social,
cultural, technical and scientific fields.

6.To Strengthen co-operation with other
developing countries.

Areas of Co-Operation :

The current areas of co-operation
under the reconstituted Regional Integrated
Programme are,

1.Agriculture & Rural Development

2.Health & Population activities

3.Women, Youth & Children
4.Enviornment & Forestry

5.Science & Technology

6.Human Resource Development

7 Tourism & Energy

8.Information & Communication

Technology

9.Intellectual Property Rights.
Economic Co-Operation :

The acceleration of economic growth is
a charter objective of SAARC. Co-Operation in
the core economic areas among SAARC
member countries was initiated following the
study on Trade, Manufactures & Services which
was completed in 1991. The following
important processes of SAARC are promoting
Co-operation in the field,
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1.Committee on Economic Co-operation,
overall co-ordination in economic areas
2.South Asian Free Trade Area ( SAFTA)
3.Finance Ministers Mechanism: Co-
operation in the Finance related areas.
4.Groups on Customs Co-operation is
dealing with issues related to harmonization of
Customs rules & procedures.
Economic Relationship among SAARC Nations:
The South Asian Association For
Regional Co-operation was created to promote
economic integrity & co-operation among 8
South Asian nations. However ,over the years it
has been seen that SAARC mainly worked
towards development of economic relationship
among the SAARC Nations. Attempts are also
on to further trade relations with the member
nations of Association of South East Asian
Nations & the European Union. Over the years,
there has significant improvement in the trade
relations among the seven SAARC members.
The focus has been shifted to get
access to the markets of the other members.
Methods have also been devised to attract
foreign direct investment to strengthen
economic infrastructures of the SAARC nations.
All these initiatives point towards an improve-
ment in the economic relationship among the 8
South Asian countries. The clashes between
India & the neighboring countries have
prevented the SAARC member to make the most
of the economic benefit derived from the
Association. This has prompted the South Asian
countries to go for bilateral trading activities
instead of getting involved in multilateral trade
agreements. However, the Association is
expected to take more proactive step toimprove
the economic relationship among its members.
Besides devising policies for economic integra-
tion, SAARC is supposed to function as a
medium to facilitate discussions among the
South Asian nations.
As an Aftermath of globalization, Indian
government has resorted to open trade policy.

The economic reforms of early 1990s have
opened an array of challenges for the Indian
entrepreneurs. The growth rate of the Indian
Economy was around 7% during the period from
1994-1997. The inflow of foreign funds also
recorded substantial increase.

All these resulted from the flexible
economic policies adopted by the Indian
government. The economic prosperity of Indian
prompted the other SAARC members to seek
resort to international trade as a platform for
economic growth. Both Sri Lanka & Nepal have
shown their interest to enhance intra regional
trade. Bangladesh is also following the same
trend. With the increased intra regional trading
activities, the economic relationship among the
SAARC nations is bounded to be stronger in
future.

Conclusion :

All these resulted from the flexible
economic policies adopted by the government.
The economic prosperity of India prompted the
other SAARC members to seek resort to
international trade as a platform for economic
growth. India the largest economy & the most
populous country in the region, is an idealist as
well as a realist in its on going efforts to
revitalize the SAARC as the preeminent forum
of regional co-operation and economic
integration.
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Introduction:

India’s policies towards South Asia in
particular and Asia in general followed two main
trends. One represented India’s urge to retain the
newly-won freedom in the practice of foreign
policy. In attempting to foster an approach based
on independent understanding of world affairs.
India was to lay the foundations of the policy of
non-alignment. This meant that India was to keep
out of Cold War politics and as such avoid coloni-
zation by the backdoor. The second trend shows
the application of these principles to the problems
of Asia. Indian attempts to build up a regional
conscious began with the holding of the Asian
Relations conference in Delhi in 1947. But
regionalism never became a fundamental concern
for Asian countries. India’s South Asian policy
during the Nehru’s years was essentially a
product of this matrix of international relations.
South Asia constitutes India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, Sri Lanka and the Maldives. Except
Pakistan all other powers were essentially small
and weak and had been under the overall British
protection.

ASEAN:

Over the last 60 years India’s foreign policy
with the ASEAN region has gone through three
distinct phases. First was the pre-Independence
period when the two regions were linked together
through the decolonization process. The Asian
Relations Conference of March 1947 and the 1955
Bandung Conference of are considered a
watershed in this period due to the significance of
the newly emerging countries in the third world.

The second phase encompasses a period

from the early 1960s till about the early 1990s.
The international scenario was dominated by the
Cold war and it is within this background that the
ASEAN was formed in 1967. Despite the fact that
the proposed objective of forming this grouping
was economic and cultural, there is no doubt the
ASEAN from its inception had a framework for
political and security issues that could address
regional conflicts in South East Asia. The distance
between India and ASEAN widened during these
years due to the fact that ASEAN was seen as an
extension of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organiza-
tion (SEATO) with an anticommunist attitude.
SAARC:

SAARC, the South Asian Regional Coopera-
tion is an economic cooperation organization in
the region which was established in 1985 and
included all eight nations comprising South Asia.
The SAARC beganin 1983. India occupies a unique
position in the South Asian region by the virtue of
its size, location and economic potential. India
assumes a natural leadership role in the region.
India claims a leadership position for herself while
her Asian neighbours accuse her of exercising
hegemony.

Look East Policy:

In the early 1990s, a policy shift occurred
in India with regard toits relations with the ASEAN
region which is marked by two significant events.
The first was the end of the Cold war and the reso-
lution of the Cambodian conflict. Second, India’s
own foreign policy shift was evident when it
announced its Look East Policy (LEP) in 1991. After
the process of economic liberalization, it was a
very strategic policy decision taken by the govern-
ment in the realm of foreign policy.

There have been certain key achievements
with the policy, critical to any assessment of ties
between India and the AEAN. First, India has
moved from being a Sectoral Dialogue Partner in
1992 to becoming a Full Dialogue Partner of the
ASEAN in 1995. Second, within the framework of
the two processes, the Council for Security Coop-
eration in the Asia- Pacific and the AEAN Regional
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Forum, India’s position has allowed it to assume a
key role in the multilateral processes on security.
India has consequently ensured that its security
considerations are recognized by these multilat-
eral groupings. Third, the agreement to host
annual India-AEAN summit is a very significant
step as it leads to the institutionalization of ‘ASEAN
plus one’ as a formal structure of the ASEAN’s
annual processes. At the same time China, Japan
and South Korea which are linked to the ASEAN
plus three, its decision to invest in the ASEAN plus
one initiative reflects the growing importance of
India in the region both in terms of its economic
interest as well as on the basis of the fact that it
would be a significant player with regard to
regional security considerations. Fourth, the
latest initiative by India to propose an India-ASEAN
Free Trade Area within the next decade is a
concrete step towards furthering the economicties.
However, one of the most crucial steps in this
regard would be to equalize the tariff between
India and the ASEAN. Fifth, trade will be a
significant aspect and India will find herself being
driveninto broader economicties within the frame-
work of the WTO and the global economic trends
and security aspects. The perception of the AEAN
states vis-a-vis China will be balanced by the
ASEAN ‘looking west’ towards India as a
significant player in maintaining regional balance.

The Look East policy (LEP) has been given
a significant thrust since the beginning of this
century. The first phase of LEP launched by the
Narasinmha Rao Government in the early 1990s
focused on renewing contact with a region that
had drifted away due to India’s inward-looking
orientation and Cold War politics. Now India has
entered into the second phase of this policy with
a new dimension for the development of India’s
remote Northeast region.

LEP has helped India in strengthening her
position in the global economy and to get a better
deal in its interactions outside the region. India
was in danger of isolation in the global economy,
as India was not getting her due importance.

However, as a result of her LEP, Indian economy is
gettingintegrated with the Asian economy. There-
fore, India gets support from Asian countries which
have increased India’s importance at the global
level. At the 5th India-AEAN summit, India sought
to Economic Partnership Agreements, both with
AEAN as whole and with individual countries of
the region. Such agreements are already under
different stages of discussion or implantation with
Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. This
web of mutually beneficial partnerships can be
brought together in a Pan Asian Free Trade Area
(FTA) that could light up the future of this region.

India’s trade with ASEAN has risen from
1990to to 2005. India’s trade with the countries of
East Asia has risen from 1990 to 2005. This
accounts for nearly 30% of our external trade. At
the same time, the period has also seen an
increase in foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows,
both from India to region and from the region to
India.

LEP did not find Japan on its radar and
failed to improve India’s economic ties with her.
Trade with Japan actually declined dramatically
dropping its share to one-third of its level in 1993.
At that time the Japanese economy was stagnat-
ing during this period. This was the biggest failure
to involve Japan and build an economic relation-
ship with her also resulted in closing the doors on
Japanese FDI. When the Prime Minister of Japan,
Mr. Shinzo Abe, visited India in 2007, both Prime
Ministers Shinzo Abe and Dr. Manmohan Singh
confirmed the importance of East India Summit
(EAS) in the enhancement progressive realization
of an East Asian community and agreed to work
jointly and with other countries of the region to
promote this objective. The leaders expressed
their will to promote cooperation in such areas as
energy security, youth exchange, the study on
Comprehensive Economic Partnership in East Asia
(CEPEA)., the establishment of the Economic
Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia and to
work together to specify other areas of coopera-
tion under the framework of the EAS.
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Three countries, Bangladesh, Myanmar
and Thailand with whom we share land and
maritime frontiers, play a crucial role in LEP.
Thailand has periodically faced military coups.
Bangladesh has a turbulent history of military rule.
Lt. Gen Ziaur Rehman faced 21 coup attempts in
his five year rule. India has wisely refrained from
commenting on the military takeover in Thailand,
given the stature of the universally respected
monarch there. Even on Bangladesh, India’s
comments have largely reflected genuine concern
at the political vacuum that now prevails there.
Ever since the military takeoverin Myanmarin 1988
that country has been the target of Western
anger. But India’s policy towards Myanmar have
been driven by two considerations, i. e. the need
to cooperate in dealing with insurgencies along
the common border and to balance China’s
growing influence in Myanmar. There has been
sustained cooperation between the security
agencies and armed forces of India and Myanmar
on trans-border insurgency. However, recent
western policies of seeking to impose sanctions
on Myanmar have unfortunately driven that
country even closer into the Chinese fold. The
Chinese veto in the UN Security Council had had
important economic and security implications for
India.

Emerging FTAs between Asian counties
provide foundations for a broader and more
ambitious initiative to take the existing India-ASEAN
relationship to a higher level, such as an Asian
Economic Community, which would constitute the
ASEAN, China, Korea and India as member
countries. Such acommunity would be roughly the
size of the EU in terms of income, and bigger than
NAFTA in terms of trade.

Conclusion:

Thus, the ASEAN and the EAS hold great
promise for India. Adequate interaction with these
grouping will result in better integration with this
region and facilitate India’s economic develop-
ment. Indian businesses which are looking to go
global will get huge markets in other countries.

They will be able to get export their goods and get
a market share because of low tariffs due to the
pacts, agreements and FTAs. Although foreign
companies will also get advantage, Indian
companies will be able to compete with these
because of their competitiveness.
Besides SAARC, India is implementing a LEP which
is underpinned by important economic consider-
ations. More than an external economic policy or
a political slogan, the LEP was a strategic shift in
India’s vision of the world and her place in the
evolving global economy. India considers
developments in East Asia to be of direct
consequence to India’s security and development.
In this regard, India’s relationship with China is a
key component of its LEP. Although there are some
issues between India and China, both sides have
a number of positive measures to improve the
quality of their relations across a wide range of
areas which is a major achievement. Besides the
emergence of India and China as two economic
powers, in the region, Japan is becoming
influentialin Asia. India is developing relations with
Japan.
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Abstract

This paper has replaced India’s past
uncommunicativeness in participating with its
neighbors-a holding back that was misplaced,
as is obvious from the nice and cozy welcome
given to Modi, each by the folks and by the
parliaments of Bangla Desh, pursues its policy
supported its geographical surroundings,
historical bequest, and additional significantly,
persistence of variety of outstanding bilateral
problems, that square measure very important
to its existence.

Key Words- India, Bangladesh, Ten-
point Agenda, Mujibur Rahman, Narendra Modi
Introduction

India-Bangladesh relations that started
on such a euphoric note began to point out a
downward trend even throughout the time
period of Mujibur Rahman. The over-
dependence on Asian nation and therefore the
country oxyacetylene anti-Indian and anti-Soviet
sentiments that created pressure on the Mujib
government. Asian nation was deuced by these
sections of the society for the deteriorating
economic conditions of the country. India
makers and recent trade agreements between
India and Bangladesh were thought of as
additional useful to India instead of to
Bangladesh. The hardliners came up with new
slogans, that declared that food inadequacy in
Bangladesh was because of Asian nation, that
Asian nation was taking everything from their

country which when West Pakistan it had been
Indian imperialism, that was hit the country
exhausting.
Background

Bangladesh, simply whenindependence
adopted the social group prevailing in Asian
nation. it had been an immediate outcome of
Mujibur Rahman’s attraction towards the over-
riding principles Asian nation believed in, and
conjointly of India’s influence and its role within
the independence of Bangladesh. at once when
his come back from West Pakistan in January
1972, Mujib had declared that Bangla Desh was
to own special ties with Asian nation. In his
speech at urban center on February16, 1972 he
aforesaid, “I don't have any doubt that Asian
nation, our adjacent neighbor, can with pride
progress because the largest democracy, with
school of thought and socialism reception and
non-alignment in negotiation.” The Awami
League government formally declared that
“friendship with Asian nation could be a
cornerstone of the policy of Bangla Desh.” The
laic spirit of the language movement that
culminated within the emergence of Bangla
Desh, enshrined ‘secularism’ united of the four
principles within the Bangladeshi Constitution.
The Mujib government prohibited all the
political parties that had competed an
anti-Bangladesh role in 1971. As results of this
tilt towards Asian nation, Bangla Desh followed
several ideals of Indian policy. As an example,
it supported the principle of non-alignment,
peaceful co-existence, and opposition to
victimization, racism and imperialism in any kind
though these principles were mirrored in Mujib'’s
six-point formula of 1966 for autonomy. Besides,
Bangladesh was deeply committed to anti-
imperialism because it had already experienced
the self-serving motives of the powers that had
provided military and political support to
Pakistan in its exploitation.
New Agenda

The main things on the agenda through-
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out this weekend’s visit are the language of the
land boundary agreement, and enhancing
property and business links —a problem that has
been a priority for Modi. The Indian prime
minister is indeed doubtless to travel via the
land route to examine the Petrapole post, and
is additionally doubtless to flag off the Kolkata-
Dhaka-Agartala public utility — alternative bus
services like Dhaka-Guwahati could also be
declared throughout the visit. Modi and his
Bangladeshi counterpart also are set to
inaugurate a border haat (market) at
Kamalasagar , Tripura.

India is additionally expected to comply
with Dhaka’s request of increase the road of
credit for comes aimed toward enhancing
regional property. Additionally, Modi might
announce a visa-on-arrival program for
Bangladeshi tourists World Health Organization
go by air. The Teesta written agreement has
doubtless been placed on the backburner. Modi
has been making an attempt to create
agreement with Banerjee, the West Bengal chief
minister, however progress has not been
forthcoming, and this can be unlikely to alter till
when the West Bengal Assembly elections.

May 7, 2015 was a historic day in
India-Bangladesh relations. That was the day
once Indian parliament passed a Land
Boundary Agreement (LBA) Bill. The modifica-
tion ensures a settlement of the long-running
land boundary dispute with Bangla Desh. It'll
contribute to stability and higher economic
activities at the border points. The bill has
currently to be legal and signed, which can
happen in June once Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is because of visit Bangla Desh.

This year new govt. of Asian nation
highlights key problems “A Ten-point Agenda”,
that they ought to priorities. It conjointly
suggests some extra steps that may be taken to
strengthen India-Bangladesh relations.

» Teesta Water-sharing Agreement

¢ Land Boundary Agreement

¢ |llegal Migration:

* Trade and Investment

e Connectivity

e Cattle Smuggling

e Energy Cooperation

e Military Cooperation

* Opening Dialogue with Political Parties

* People-to-people Contacts
Conclusion

Over the recent years, there has been
vital progress in up bilateral relations between
Asian nation and Bangla Desh. The new Indian
government has to capitalise on these gains and
build in Bangla Desh a vital ally within the
region. a robust relationship with Bangla Desh
may set the tone for a larger engagement with
India's immediate neighborhood. throughout
Modi’s visits, varied agreements are declared
or concluded-including the June 2014 deal to
develop electricity power at the side of
Kingdom of Bhutan and begin the Kholongchu
Hydro-electric project; the November 2014
agreement for Indian company SJVN to create a
hydropower station in Nepal; and therefore the
assurance in March 2015 to develop Trincomalee
as a crude hub. All of them signal that a
positive approach on either side will bring
substantive gains for the neighborhood.
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Introduction

The understanding of relation between
India and China requires critical maneuvering for
analyst’s and policy makers from both the sides in
order to figure out its dynamic nature and strate-
gic implications. Although existing in close
proximity for thousands of years, the ancient
civilizations of China and India had found less to
interact with each other. Being two of the world’s
oldest civilizations to survive and prosper through
ages and times both have existed in harmony and
peace for long.

The relationship with China stands more
or less interesting ,if not to say complex.ltis a kind
of “controlled or preventives engagemeny”.There
are areas of mutual concerns so are the issues of
strategic obligations and compelling national
interests. The relationship is also vulnerable to
unforgotten past of 1962 war that still surmounts
the key source of “trust deficit ‘between both the
countries.In addition, contemporary Geo-politics
and regional dynamics withholds any substantial
breaking through in mutual relation .The ‘uneasy
set of relations’ that both share have strategic
concerns and objectives at global,reginal and
bilateral level as well.

Indian Foreign Policy and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

Foreign policy has been an area of a
profound influence under Modi government since
its very inception in May,2014.In a sincere attempt
to pace up the dynamism of its foreign policy and
strengthening ties with neighborhood Modi'visits
have been a milestone for securing national in-
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terests. The presence of head of SAARC countries
at the oath taking ceremony of Modi,along with
Pakistan premier Nawaz Sharif was a timely
diplomatic call towards this purpose.Moreover, the
selection of Bhutan as first state of visit abroad
was clear show of mentality of ‘strengthening
neighborhood first’'under the now government.
Similarly,the visit to Mongolia underscored the
significance of the 60th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Mongolia and India and it the
framework of a comprehenbsive partnership based
on deep vivilizational,historical ,spiritual and
cultural linkages.In Bangladesh he was able to
draw ‘postive synergy’with Bangladeshi media
hailng Modi’s visit as ‘dawn of new era’.

The intensive torus and meetings across
the globe were solely directed in order to enhance
bilateral cooperation with other states,mobilize
Indian diaspora towerds domestic concerns and
and draw investment to boast Indian manufactur-
ing sector ande contribute for job creation and
emplotment.In one of the major steps forward PM
Modi has managed to while expertly preserving
Indian pride,rescue its position at the World Trade
Organisation by coming to an agreement with the
United States.

How to make friendship with China

India suffers comparisons and come out
poorly on most counts,not just among the world
community that believes in mights is right,but also
among critics at home.China’s dogged alliance
with Pakistan on the military front-though the
economic involvement is modest-till date is a
continuous matter of serious concern for India.lt
finds frustration Pakistan’s efforts at making
missiles and nuclear weapons,all with the help of
China.The Chinese refuse to even take note of
Pakistan ‘s role in fomenting terrorism in South
Asia and exporting it to other regions.India is un-
able to decide whetherand how to confront China.

The western nations suble overtures to
co-opt India into their plans to counter China—while
doing business with it complicates the Indian
approach further.

India refused to comply with the

demand,saying this was a spiritual conference and
the freedom was an essential part of it.The Indian
side even promised full security to the Chiness
delegates. Beijing refused and called off the
talks,although later Chinese officials said they
wanted to hold them.Though faced with
difficulties in local relations ,India is attemption
to sponsor development and infrastructure
abroad.This growing international profile ,however
,is increasing tensions with its rivals.

Some economic issues are reasons for
Indial unease and make the suspicions high,as if
the economic cooperation may eventually become
a point of confrontation may instead of mutual
cooperation With the emerging geo-strategic shift
in East Asian power politics and greater concern
for regional security,the weakening of economic
cooperation between Indian and China may turn
into a loss of biggest strategic asset between
both.India’exports to China are highly concentrated
in four sectors which take the lions’s share of 86
percent of the total bilateral exports from
India.Besides,mineral and mental products,India
has a major export interest in selected sectors such
as chemical products,textiles and clothing,base
metals,among others.In The process ,base
mental sector became the second largest export
sector of India to China in 2010.However,Indian
attempts to export technology —intensive
products have been much below its potential.
Prime Minister’s visit to China

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited
China from May 14-16, the visit was rich in
symbolism and substance and it opened up a new
chapter in India-China relations. For the first time,
Chinese President Xi Jinping travelled outside
Beijing to receive a foreign leader, in Xi‘an in his
home province of Shaanxi. President Xi also
accompanied Prime Minister to the Big Wild Goose
Pagoda and organized a grand welcome ceremony
at the Xi'an city wall. Premier Li Kegiang joined
Prime Minister at the Yoga-Taichi performance in
Beijing on 15 May with the world heritage site of
Temple of Heaven as the backdrop, the first ever
such event, which highlighted the cultural connec-
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There were 24 agreements signed on the

government-to-governmentside, 26 MoUs on the
business-to-business side and two joint state-
ments, including one on climate change. The fact
that India and China could come up with over 50
outcome documents in just eight months reveals
the huge potential that exists between our two
countries, as well as the efforts that we have made
to elevate our partnership. The inter-governmen-
tal agreements covered, as Premier Li said, areas
from the heaven to the earth! They included such
diverse fields as space cooperation, earthquake
engineering, ocean sciences, mining, railways, skill
development, education, culture, Yoga, tourismand
many more.
The strength of our economic partnership could
be gauged from the business events in Shanghai.
Prime Minister interacted with 21 CEOs of lead-
ing Chinese companies and over 40 prominent
Indian CEOs attended the Business Forum along
with their counterparts from China.

The 26 business understandings worth
over USS 22 billion signed at the Forum covered
such varied sectors as industrial parks, renewable
energy, thermal energy, telecommunication, steel,
capital goods, IT and media. Besides, there was a
clear consensus among the leaders of the two
countries on correcting the existing imbalance in
the bilateral trade and injecting sustainability into
it. With this in mind, they agreed to establish a
high-powered task force that will go into issues
relating to the trade deficit as well as expansion
of economic engagement.

Conclusion

In recent years, India-China relations have
maintained a good momentum in their develop-
ment, with co-operation the key factor. The two
sides have sought to continue raising the level of
mutual political trust and promote the in-depth
development of bilateral co-operation. The current
situation suggests that co-operation between the
two countries has mainly focussed on economic
areas of interest, although pragmatic co-operation
has also been gradually promoted in the areas of

security.

Despite the mutual efforts from both the
sides under highly appreciated ‘personal rapport
between leadership’there are serious concerns
that undermine the turst in bilateral
relationship.Amidst demans for winder economic
and educational partnership between both the
countries ,increased gap in trade deficit is still
problem in bilateral ralations.

co-operation. In economic relations, the
current status of India-China co-operation does
not match the economic scales of the two
countries. There is a huge opportunity for them to
expand the size of their markets and deepen their
economic interdependence. In 2011, the trade
volume between China and India was only equal
to one-sixth of that between China and the United
States and one-third of that between China and
South Korea. Given the large populations in each
of these countries, it is obvious thatneither coun-
try has fully explored the market opportunities
available in the other.
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Abstract

Diplomatic relations between Republic
of India and Bhutan were established in 1968
with the appointment of a resident representa-
tive of India in Thimphu. The revived India-
Bhutan relationship accord not solely reflects
the up to date nature of our relationship
however additionally lays the muse for his or
her future development within the twenty first
century.

Key Words: India, Bhutan, Friendship
Treaty, Political relation, Hydropower Project
Introduction

Before this our relationships with Asian
nation were taken care of by Political Officer in
geographic region. The fundamental framework
of Asian country Asian nation bilateral relations
is that the accord of relationship and Coopera-
tion signed in 1949 between the two countries,
that was revived throughout the visit of His
grandness Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck
to Asian country in Feb 2007. The revived
India-Bhutan relationship accord not solely
reflects the up to date nature of our relation-
ship however additionally lays the muse for his
or her future development within the twenty first
century.

The Government of the Republic of Asian
country and also the Government of the domin-
ion of Bhutan: Reaffirming their respect for
every other's independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity; Recalling the historical
relations that have existed between two
countries; Recognizing with deep satisfaction

the way during which these relations have
evolved and matured over the years into a model
of excellent neighborly relations; Being
absolutely committed to more strengthening this
enduring and dependent relationship supported
real goodwill and relationship, shared interests,
and shut understanding and cooperation.
Areas of Cooperation
1) Political Relations

The historically distinctive bilateral
relations, characterised by trust and understand-
ing have matured over the years. The special
relationship has been sustained by the tradition
of normal visits and high level dialogues
between the 2 countries. 2013 saw some high
level exchanges with the visit of His grandness
Jigme Khesar Namgyal Wangchuck, the King of
Bhutan to India because the Chief Guest for the
sixty fourth Republic Day celebrations. At the
invite of the President of Asian country, His
grandness the King and Her grandness the
Queen paid a political candidate visit to Asian
country from 6-10 Jan, 2014. They once more
visited Asian country in Gregorian calendar
month 2014 on a personal visit including visit
to Lawrence faculty, Sanawar (as chief guest of
the 167th Founder’s Day celebration), Bodhgaya
and Varanasi. When being no appointive Prime
Minister, Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay undertook
his 1st official visit to Asian country from thirty
August to four Gregorian calendar months, 2013.
PM Tobgay at the side of a 6-member delega-
tion including government minister once more
visited Asian country from 25-28 might, 2014
for the swearing-in ceremony of PM-designate
Narendra Modi. At the invite of the Prime
Minister of Asian country, the Prime Minister of
Asian nation, Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay, paid
a political candidate visit to Asian country at
the side of his delegation from 10-18 Jan 2015.
He addressed the inaugural session of the
colourful Gujarat Summit in Ahmedabad and
visited variety of no-hit comes in Gujarat. He
met with PM Shri Narendra Modi and had
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wide-ranging discussions on bilateral problems.
He known as on the President of Asian country
in city and had conferences with many Minis-
ters and senior officers. Throughout the visit,
PM Tobgay sought-after Amul Dairy’s experi-
ence to supply 2,000 cows from Asian country,
once he was in Gujarat. He additionally visited
Bodhgaya wherever he was bestowed a
sampling of the Omaha Bodhi tree. At the invite
of the King of Asian nation (K5), the Prime
Minister of Asian country Shri Narendra Modi
paid a State Visit to Asian nation from fifteen
sixteen June, 2014. He was in the course of
External Affairs Minister, National Security
consultant and Foreign Secretary among
alternative senior officers. It absolutely was his
1st visit abroad when assumption of workplace.
The visit bolstered the tradition of normal high
level exchanges between the two countries.
Throughout the visit, PM Modi had audience
with K5 and K4 and meeting with PMTT. The
Opposition Leader known as on PM Modi. He
additionally addressed the Joint Session of
Bhutanese Parliament on sixteenth June, 2014.
Throughout the visit, he set the muse stone of
600 MW Kholongchu Hydropower Project and
inaugurated the Supreme Court building that was
created with Government of India’s help.
Besides exchanging views and discussing
bilateral relations and economic cooperation,
PM Modi declared doubling of solon Wangchuck
Scholarship to Rs. two crores each year. He
additionally declared Government of India’s help
for institution of E-Library within the National
Library of Bhutan and all told the twenty
districts of Bhutan. the two sides in agreement
to continue shut coordination and cooperation
in areas about their national interests and not
permit every other’s territory to be used for
interests unfriendly to the opposite. At the
invite of the King of Asian nation, the President
of Asian country Shri Pranab Mukherjee paid a
State Visit to Asian nation from 7-8 November,
2014. Throughout the visit, he commands

wide-ranging discussions along with his
grandness the King of Asian nation as well as
on bilateral and regional problems. He addition-
ally met His grandness the Fourth Druk Gyalpo
and Prime Minister Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay.
Throughout the visit, the President delivered
associate degree address on "India-Bhutan
Relations” and launched/inaugurated 3 GOI
motor-assisted PTA comes, particularly the
varsity Reform Program, Upgradation of the
East-West road and also the Power coaching
Institute. He additionally declared the doubling
of the Ambassador’s Scholarship programme
from Rs one large integer to Rs two large
integer each year. Three MOUs on bilateral
cooperation within the field of education and
one MoU on the institution of Nalanda
University were additionally signed throughout
the visit. Minister of Road Transport, Highways
and Shipping, Shri Nitin Gadkari visited Asian
nation from 15-16 June 2015. The BBIN
motorized vehicle Agreement was signed in
Thimphu by the Transport Ministers of the four
countries on June fifteen, 2015. Gen. Dalbir
Singh, CoAS of Asian country visited Asian
nation on Gregorian calendar month thirty one
— November 02, 2014 as his 1st official foreign
visit when absorbing the charge on August 01,
2014. He had associate degree audience with
H.M the King of Asian nation and additionally
known as on hectometer, the Fourth King. The
visit continues the tradition of shut military
cooperation between Asian country and Asian
nation. Foreign Secretary Dr. S. Jaishankar
visited Asian nation on 01st March 2015. He met
the deciding Foreign Secrtary of Asian nation and
known as on PM Tshering Tobgay. He assured
PM India’s consistent support to Asian nation
which it'll be his endeavor to more strengthens
relations between the two countries. He was
granted audience by hectometre King Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck. Commerce
Secretary Shri Rajeev Kher visited Asian nation
from twenty five-27 might 2015 to attend the
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India-Bhutan Bilateral Meeting on Trade and
Transit command in Thimphu on 25 might 2015.
2) Commercial Relations

Dependent economic linkages between
Asian country and Asian nation are a vital
component in our bilateral relations. Asian
country continues to be the biggest trade and
development partner of Asian nation. Planned
development efforts in Asian nation began
within the early Sixties. The primary 5 Year
arrange (FYP) of Asian nation was launched in
1961. Since then, Asian country has been
extending monetary help to Bhutan’s FYPs. The
tenth FYP resulted in June 2013. India's overall
help to the tenth FYP was a little over Rs. 5000
crores, excluding grants for hydropower comes.

(a) Hydropower Cooperation

(b) Eleventh 5 Year arrange (2013-18)

(c) Bilateral Trade
3) Cultural Relations

There is shut bilateral cooperation within
the academic and cultural fields between Asian
country and Asian nation. Government of Asian
country scholarships square measure granted
to Bhutanese students at undergrad and post
graduate levels each year in Indian establish-
ments of upper learning. beneath the solon
Wangchuck Scholarship theme (implemented in
2010) and beneath the new Asian nation ICCR
Scholarship theme (implemented in 2012) sixty
seven Bhutanese students square measure
undergoing graduate/post graduate courses in
Asian country. For the educational session
2014-15, eighty nine undergrad scholarships and
twenty Asian nation ICCR Scholarship nominees
are chosen and square measure within the
method of obtaining placed in numerous
academic establishments in Asian country.
Ambassador’s scholarships square measure
granted to worthy self finance Bhutanese
students WHO square measure finding out in
Asian country. Within the past 10 years, over
3000 Bhutanese students have benefited from
the Ambassadors Scholarship theme. 10 slots

each year square measure being provided at
Sainik faculties in Asian country for Bhutanese
students of the sixth Std. level. The whole price
of their studies within the Sainik faculty up to
twelfth Std. is borne by the govt. of Asian coun-
try. 3 Lecturers from Asian country square mea-
sure on deputation in 2 schools of the Royal
University of Asian nation beneath the TCS
Colombo arrange. The request of RGoB for an
additional twenty seven Lecturers from Asian
country beneath this theme is into consider-
ation. Total 269 slots were utilised by the Asian
nations aspect beneath the ITEC Programme
(220 slots) and also the Technical Cooperation
theme of the Colombo arrange (60 slots) that
were provided to Bhutan within the FY 2013-14
for upgrading body and technical skills of
Government/Semi-Government/Private Sector
workers.
4) India-Bhutan Foundation

India-Bhutan Foundation was estab-
lished in August 2003 throughout the visit of this
King (then Crown Prince) to Asian country with
the aim of enhancing folks to folks exchanges
focused areas like education, culture, scientific
and technical analysis and setting protection.
Ambassador of Asian nation and Asian country
square measure the Co-Chairpersons of the
muse. The Royal Government of Asian nation
and also the Government of Asian country have
contributed Rs. five Crores every as main
corpus fund to IBF and also the entire quantity
of Rs.10 Crores has been unbroken during a
mounted deposit in Asian nation. Interest
attained from the mounted deposit is employed
for finance proposals received from Bhutanese/
Indian voters and Non Governmental Organiza-
tions to such activities which will facilitate in
achieving the objectives of the muse. The
fourteenth Board of administrators Meeting was
command in Thimphu on eleventh March, 2015.
‘Mountain Echoes’, a literary pageant is
organized in Asian nation each year. The sixth
edition of the Mountain Echoes Literary pageant,

SAr-akirad]: [nterdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal [ylsEled 1 g X X((N] 1)




MAH MUL/03051/2012
ISSN: 2319 9318

Oct. To Dec. 2016

Spicel Issue 061

co-sponsored by the India-Bhutan Foundation is
being organized in Thimphu from 19-22 August,
2015. The pageant options a combination of
Bhutanese, Indian and international writers, film
manufacturers, musicians and artists.
5) Nehru — Wangchuck Cultural Centre

There square measure spirited cultural
exchanges between the two countries. Solon
Wangchuck Cultural Centre in Thimphu is
droning with cultural activities round the year.
Regular categories for Indian music genre, tabla
and yoga square measure being organized
during this centre. NWCC additionally organizes
cultural functions, exhibitions, Bollywood
picture show shows, seminar etc.
6) Indian Community

There square measure concerning sixty
thousand Indian nationals living in Asian nation,
used largely within the electricity power and
industry. Additionally, between 8000 and ten
thousand daily employees enter and exit Asian
nation everyday in border cities.
Conclusion

Over the last sixty years, Indian
diplomacy has enabled deep political and
economic ties with Asian nation. Asian country
and Asian nation share shut and friendly
relations underscored by mutual trust and
confidence. The year (2013-14) witnessed
sustained progress in bilateral cooperation all
told areas of importance hydro-power, transport,
communications, infrastructure, health,
education and culture, IT trade, and agriculture.
India-Bhutan relationship is probably the sole
bilateral engagement in South Asia that has
stood the take a look at of your time.
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Abstract

SAARC was established in 1985 for
regional co-operation in South-Asian Region.
Since last three decades, SAARC achievements
are not so remarkable. This research article will
take overview of - SAARC Journey, reasons for
failure and mainly discuss India’s role for
rebuilding the SAARC since inception of newly
elected Government

The world today is dynamicand at a turn-
ing phase. The changes that are undergoing are
radically global in scope and revolutionary in
fundamental and structural context.

The success of every country in today’s
world is measured in terms of providing a
beneficial environment for transnational com-
panies, promote exports, attract investments
and skilled labor, build attractive institutions of
research and higher learning, develop ability to
adapt to regional and global trends, maintain
political influence on the regional and global
scene, and also brand the nation culturally in
the international market-place.

Different countries play their individual
role in regional, political and religious blocs
through the global platform to exercise their
influence in international affairs. In this new
environment, the importance of regional com-
munity and functional grouping has been
increased as they portray an effective new space
for political and economic interaction in the

world. Such an attention towards functional
groups and regional communities is calibered
out of establishment of various regional
associations (Like SAARC, ASEAN, European
Union, etc.) from time to time.

SAARC — The Beginning:

The conceit of regional, political and
economic cooperation in South Asia was first
raised in 1980 by President of Bangladesh Hon.
Zia-ur-Rahman.

Underthe intendance of Bangladesh and
Committee of the Whole from foreign secretar-
ies of the inner seven countries, after a series
of diplomatic consultations between South
Asian foreign ministers, The South Asian
Association Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was
established in 1985.

SAARC acknowledged by then Prime
Minister of India Hon. Rajiv Gandhi as, an
important step towards realizing the largest
Asian Conscioushess.

SAARC emphasizes on regional coopera-
tion amongst member countries which includes
India,Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and recently included
Afghanistan and thus, formally launched with
the Integrated Programme of Action (IPA)
initially in five agreed areas of cooperation
namely, Agriculture, Rural Development,
Telecommunications, Meteorology, and Health
and Population Activities and later it addressed
to problems like Poverty, llliteracy, and
Terrorism within the region. Gradually SAARC
paved foundation for Political, Social, Economic
and Cultural cooperation in South Asia.

SAARC -Journey:

Initially performance of SAARC was quite
promising, but later external factors like
changing scenario of international Politics,
separation of USSR, end of cold war, etc. affected
its functioning; also internal factors like entry
of Afghanistan as a new member, Separatists
Movement, Terrorism within region, Arms Race,
Ethnic and Border Conflicts, Narco Trade,
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Failure of Democracy in member countries, etc.
made SAARC suffer to its deadly condition.

Moreover, countries like USA have
extended their influence and interests in South
Asian politics. Naval base at Diego Garcia is one
of the examples. USA tends to establish
indirect control via alliances with rival countries
like India and Pakistan with support to Pakistan
on various fronts and ally with India as counter
weight to dominate China is increasing control
in Asia. As resultant, Arms Race initiated and
grown in South Asian countries leading major
damage to the foundation of SAARC.

Unfortunately, today, South Asia
happens to be a region affected with terrorism,
ethnicrivalries, different kinds of fatal diseases,
shortage of food, intra and inter-state wars,
political turmoil, instability, leadership crises
and security issues. The region is bestowed with
enormous natural resources but has little to
demonstrate for it. It is a region gifted with
fertile land but cannot feed its people; a region
that has given birth to learned human resources
in all walks of human endeavor but has not yet
been able to liberate itself from the chains of
underdevelopment, foreign intervention and
vested interests. The region is pulled into

Severenuclear arms race. Undeveloped
countries are focusing on weapons production
orimporting it rather than development. This is
leading to environmental Crisis.

South Asian region has strategic,
demographic and economic importance in
international affairs. South Asian countries as
biggest consumer market evolved out of largest
population cluster in the world. Thus being a
part of this region SAARC member countries
have their growing importance which may
result into depletion in monopoly of European
countries over South Asia. Therefore in this
global scenario,being a founder member of
SAARC, India’s role becomes undoubtedly vital
and accountable.

India and SAARC:

From the foundation India has taken
initiatives in developing SAARC by all means.
India has cooperated actively in SAARC
activities and vigoursly promoted trade and other
forms of economic, social and cultural coopera-
tion within SAARC. The success or failure of the
Regional Association (SAARC) cannot be
measured in a vacuum. Although the report card
of 3 decade old SAARC cannot be either categori-
cal Pass or Fail; that would be a narrow way of
looking at the things; it is the fact that SAARC
haven’t fulfilled basic aims. During the journey
of these three decades, SAARC’s functioning was
overshadowed by member country’s tensed
foreign relations, political indifferences; poor,
unstable economies of the member countries
and enormous conflicts. India-Pakistan bilateral
issues have proved to be a crucial one in this
list .Thus it has affected the performance of
SAARC. Most of the activities, seminar, and
workshopsexist on paper only. The trade be-
tween member countries is not also significant
while other regional cooperation associations
like EU, NAFTA are moving far ahead inthis context.

Soit’s time to strengthen the foundation
of SAARC. It’s time to rebuild SAARC and in this
power play India is playing key role.India
constitutes 70% or more than SAARC’s area and
population. Considering size andeconomy, India
offers a great amount of potential investment
in terms of trade andCommerce as it is the sole
SAARC member to be sharing borders with all 6
members via territory or marine.These factors
are vital and crucial also. India can perform ‘Big
Brother’s Role’ in SAARC but on the other hand
this creates insecurity among member countries.
India’s neighboring countries have often felt
insecure about India’s ambitions and extended
policies. This fear results intousing SAARC as
an Anti- India platform. Indian think tank should
overcome this fear and should nurture promis-
ing environment among member countries.

While the Modi-government in India
alleges its commitment on platform of good
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governance and economic growth, it emphasizes
to boost India’s economy by deepening ties with
its neighbor countries and .ideallyuplifting
India to the role of leader within the somewhat
declining SAARC institutional framework.
Media has termed it as ‘NeighborhoodFirst
Policy’. The Swearing- In ceremony of Hon. Prime
Minister NarendraModi was blessed with the
presence of heads of all SAARC member
countries. Later on he held bilateral talks with
all of them individually which was called as Mini
SAARC Summit. He is continuously paying visits
to neighboring countries. This is symbolic for
predicting the future role of India in SAARC.
Hon.Prime MinisterNarendraModi is a
strong believer in SAARC and optimistic of
it’sprospective in strengthening more
substantiveregional cooperation and develop-
mental activities. SAARC has so far failed to
achieve its purpose of regional harmony
compared to other regional forums. But now
Indian policy makers are moving to paradigm
shift in its traditional foreign policy framework.
‘Look East Policy’ is being transformed into ‘Act
East Policy’. It is very apparent that India’s
initial role of observer and reluctant participant
is intending to be a proactive one. The
ambitious proposal of SAARC Satellite by Indian
policy makers can give insight to this makeover.
Unfortunately all this remarkable
endeavors are disrupted with the vicious
activities of the Pakistan.After Pathankot and Uri
militant attack bilateral relations are end
angered between these two countries and so it
affected SAARC also. As a counter attack India
has conducted surgical strike as well as
boycotted SAARC summit to be held at
Islamabad. While supporting to India’s stand
other SAARC members also boycotted it which
resulted into cancellation of event.Although
India wants to give message to Pakistan and
the entire world that we will not tolerate such
coward attacks, the dialogue between SAARC
members got discontinued. It was a major

setback in reuniting of SAARC.

Then the question rises ‘Should India
forget the dream of Regional Harmony? Or the
declining of SAARC is not too far? Here the
responsibility of India doubles because Strong
Regional Cooperation is much needed to counter
Western Super Powers from entering to the
South Asian Region. Therefore apart from all
obstacles India should take the measures to
strengthen the health of SAARC. India should
take initiative to resolve all disputes, conflicts
and to improve dialogue between member
countries by bilateral talks. Prompt actions
should be taken for the sake of peace and coop-
eration. Policy makers should frame the expand-
ing and inclusive steps to achieve strong and
more fruitful co-operation. Special Economic
Zone and export promotion zones should be
created in all member countries to make
trading smooth and easier. Democracy should
be promoted in Member countries.

Thus India’s faith and persistence with
SAARC must be accompanied by a very active com-
mitment with the rest of all members will surely
help Rebuilding the SAARC and to achieve its real
motto of substantive Regional Cooperation.
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The South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) is an economic and
geopolitical organization of eight South Asian
nations. It plays the role of a guiding force for
the member countries. For the last two months,
SAARC has been frequently making headlines
with several new developments being proposed
by its member nations.

History of SAARC

It was back in 1980 when the concept of
regional political and economic cooperation in
South Asia was first thought of and fired the
public imagination. Even before that, the idea
was discussed in three major conferences: Asian
Relations Conference (New Delhi), Baguio
Conference (Philippines) and Colombo Powers
Conference (Sri Lanka), which were held
between 1947 and 1954. Ex-president of
Bangladesh, Ziaur Rahman was the one who
made a formal proposal on May 2, 1980. The
first SAARC summit was held in Dhaka on 8
December 1985, when the organization was
established. Afghanistan is the only new
inclusion that happened since SAARC was
established.

Objective of SAARC

SAARC's edifice is built upon a founda-
tion of a strong set of objectives. Every
decision SAARC takes and every policy it frames
is guided by the overall objectives it had set for
itself in the charter. Although promoting
“welfare economics” and “collective self-

reliance” among the South Asian nations are the
commonly quoted objectives, yet there are some
equally important focus areas which need a
mention. “Accelerating economic growth” and
cultural development in South Asia is one of the
priorities, which come under the broader goal
of improving quality of life. Giving every
individual the “opportunity to live in dignity and
to realize their full potentials” also finds a place
in the list of objectives. “Understanding and
appreciation of one another’s problems” is one
of the rare objectives that one finds in any
regional grouping. SAARC also seeks collabora-
tion in the field of economics, culture, technol-
ogy and science. The member countries aim to
strengthen “cooperation among themselves in
international forums on matters of common
interests.”

SAARC Recognized Bodies:- As an
organization, SAARC mainly operates through six
apex bodies which ensure regional cooperation
on multiple levels:

e SAARC Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (SCCI): The entity encourages intra-
regional trade by creating business linkages
among the entrepreneurs. Its primary focus is
onthe holistic growth of service sector and small
& medium enterprises.

e SAARCLAW (South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation in Law): The desire
to establish an association within the SAARC
region “to disseminate information” and
“promote an understanding of the concerns and
developments” prompted the birth of
SAARCLAW in 1991. This association of legal
communities of SAARC nations was established
in Colombo.

e South Asian Federation of Accoun-
tants (SAFA): In 1984, this organization came
into existence with an objective of strengthen-
ing and serving the accountancy profession in
the South Asian Region.

e South Asia Foundation (SAF): A
non-profit and non-political organization
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founded by UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador
Madanjeet Singh in 2000, SAF encourages
regional cooperation through UNESCO
Madanjeet Singh Institutions of Excellence. The
institutions offer courses on varied subjects
ranging from Climate and Green Energy to
Human Rights and Visual Arts.

e South Asia Initiative to End Violence
Against Children (SAIEVAC): Founded in 2005,
this regional forum aims at “ending all forms of
violence against children in South Asia.”

e Foundation of SAARC Writers and
Literature (FOSWAL): It’s the first non-
government organization working towards
nurturing and strengthening cultural connectiv-
ity through interactions among SAARC nations.
SAFTA

In a landmark move, SAARC nations
unanimously decided to form South Asian Free
Trade Area (SAFTA). Although the agreement
was reached at the 12th SAARC summit in 2004,
it came into force on 1 January 2006. The
agreement not only created a free trade area of
1.8 billion people in SAARC nations (except
Afghanistan), but also removed trade barriers
to increase the level of economic cooperation.
SAARC Secretariat

The SAARC Secretariat in Kathmandu
(Nepal) facilitates and monitors implementation
of activities of the organization and acts as a
communication channel between SAARCand its
member states. Presently, the Secretariat is
headed by Nepal’s ex-foreign secretary — Arjun
Bahadur Thapa.

Achievements & Criticism of SAARC

According to the declaration of the
16thSAARC Summit (April 2010), SAARC’s “scope
and substance of cooperation had expanded to
diverse fields.” The SAARC Summits have indeed
created a platform for closed-door bilateral talks
exclusive to the participating nations. These
meetings have somewhat led to the progress in
regional cooperation.

The scope of regional cooperation in
SAARC has proliferated, and it has started to
engage political, economic, social, cultural and
other aspects in its dialogue. Even the member
nations’ interactions with the Chambers of
Commerce and Industry and the corporate
sectors seem to be developing gradually.

However, SAARC is seen as a failure by
many analysts. According to observers, it has
“achieved very little” over the last three
decades. Besides deteriorating regional
security environment and growth of terrorism
in Pakistan and Afghanistan, inter-state disputes
are also a nagging concern for the grouping.
Social and economic sectors have registered a
dismal growth, and sois the intra-regional trade.

There’s a need for India and other
member states to collectively tackle challenges
such as poverty, energy crisis, and terrorism
among others. India should take the centre stage
and remove the perceived mistrust and a sense
of insecurity among the member nations. But
first, India and Pakistan should focus on
improving bilateral ties.

References:-

1) http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/
economics/trade-economics/saarc-main-objec-
tives-of-saarc

2) daily news, Sri Lanka’s National News
Paper, Friday, 1 Aug 2008 .

3) http://www.saarcfinance.org/
saarcbriefhistory.html
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INDIA’S POLICY TOWARDS
BANGLADESH IN THE SAARC
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Dept.of Political Science,
S.M.B.S.Thorat College,
Sangamner Dist-Ahmedngar
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Abstract :

India and Bangladesh share proximity of
culture, history, language and geography. India’s
relations with Bangladesh are multi-dimen-
sional-ideological, political and also economic.
An extreme sense of distrust,insecurity and
perceived domination by India has shaped
Bangladesh’s foreign policy in recent years. In
spite of this intimate relationship, ties between
the two countries have remained problematic.
Among the many challenges facing the relation-
ship are river water sharing, trade and transit,
illegal migration and border management. One
recent source of tension has been violence on
the border. Even though there have been
attempts on both sides to bring peace and
tranquility to the border, success has been
elusive. In the social, cultural and economic
fields the two countries tried to strengthen their
bonds and concluded a number of agreements.
Similarly in the field of science and technology
the two countries agreed to cooperate. The two
countries also amicably settled certain border
issues. The last decade has seen a new
development in India’s foreign policy, The UPA
government has sought to improve political
relations and deepen economic partnership with
Bangladesh.

Introdution :

India and Bangladesh, two sub- conti-

nental neighbours have always shared strong

cultural, linguistic, social, economic and
geographical ties. Common history, economic
interactions and geostrategic interests make
India and Bangladesh vital to each other. As one
of the major immediate neighbours surround-
ing Bangladesh, India naturally occupies a
pivotal position in its foreign policy. The
geostrategic conditions, economic interactions,
energy supplies, trade links,ethno-cultural
proximity and historical linkages provide a
piethora of opportunities for close cordial and
cooperative relations between the two
countries. India’s contribution towards
Bangladesh’s war of liberation in 1971 was
critical to the latter’s emergence as an indepen-
dent entity. However, events that followed the
liberation of Bangladesh did not result in the
continuance of cordial relations between these
two countries as was expected. There are a few
fundamental issues between India and
Bangladesh such as land and maritime
boundary demarcation, the sharing of water from
54 common rivers, informal trade, transnational
crime and interference in internal affairs that
have adversely affected their relationship. The
last decade has seen a new development in
India’s foreign policy. The Social cultural and
economic fields the two countries tried to
strengthen their bonds and concluded a
number of agreements. Similarly in the field of
science and technology the two countries
agreed to cooperate. The two countries also
amicably settled certain border issues.
India’s Foreign Policy :

India achieved independence on August
15, 1947 that immediately necessitated foreign
policy making by this country. India becomes a
member of international community comprising
sovereign countries. India’s independence
initiated the process of decolonization and
India decided to support all anti-colonial,
anti-imperialist struggles. Yet, India’s foreign
policy is largely based on her history and
culture. Speaking in the Lok Sabha, Prime
Minister Nehru had said in March 1950. “It
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should not be supposed that we are starting on
a clean slate. It is a policy which flowed from
our recent history and from our national
movement and its development and from
various ideals we have proclaimed.”
Objectives of India’s Foreign Policy :

Foreign policy makers set out certain
objectives before they proceed to lay down
basic principles and formulate the policy.
Several of these objectives are common, though
the degree of emphasis always varies. A former
foreign secretary of India, Muchkund Dubey
wrote: “The primary purpose of any country’s
foreign policy is to promote its national
interest- to ensure its security, safeguard its
sovereignty, contribute to its growth and
prosperity and generally enhance its stature,
influence and role in the comity of nations. A
country’s foreign policy should also be able to
serve broader purpose of promoting peace,
disarmament and development and of establish-
ing a stable, fair and equitable global order.”
India- Bangladesh Treaty :

Afterthe withdrawn of Indian troops was
completed, Indian Prime Minister Mrs. Indira
Gandhi landed at Dhaka Airport on 17 March
1972. At the Airport in brief speech in Bengali
she emphasized that whatever help, India had
given to Bangladesh was in pursuance of her
own ideas and not for ulterior motives. India
wanted Bangladesh to become strong and
prosperous because it was India’s own interest
to have such a neighbour. To further strengthen
the relations between the two countries and to
give them some sort of permanent form, The
Government of India and Bangladesh signed on
the pattern of the Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace,
Friendship and Cooperation of 1971, 25 years
Co-operation in Social and Cultural fields :

The interaction between India and
Bangladesh in the social, cultural and economic
areas was quite frequent in the Sheikh Mujib
era, but later on the circumstances and some
other factors created obstacles in the smooth
running.Both the countries have signed a large

number of agreements in these fields. To
promote science and technology,both the
countries cooperated with each other and signed
a number of agreements during the Sheikh Mujib
and in post Mujib era. India had played a
memorable role in the construction of
Bangladesh economy and social set up which
were totally shattered during the liberation
struggle. The economic relations should be
further strengthened because India is the only
country from where Bangladesh can import
items of her choice more easily and compara-
tively at cheaper rates. It would also help in
curbing the activities of smugglers and other
group of people from both the countries who
are otherwise involved in the illegal trade.
Border agreement of 1974 :

Both the countries signed a Border
Agreement in May 1974 when Sheikh Mujib
Rahman visited India and solved the problem of
Dahagram, Berubari and Angarpota enclaves
under the agreement while the Berubari union
would remain in India. Bangladesh would retain
the Dahagram and Angarpota enclaves. It was
also agreed to define the border more accurately
at certain points and to complete demarcation
ofthe land boundaries between the two countries.
Principles of India’s Foreign Policy :

The major principles of India’s foreign
policy can be traced to policies pursued by
Indian National Congress during the pre-
independence period. Shortly after indepen-
dence Indian National Congress met at Jaipur
session and made it clear that,“The foreign
policy of India must necessarily be based on the
principles that have guided the congress in the
past years. These principles are promotion of
world peace, the freedom of all nations, racial
equality and ending of imperialism and colonial-
ism. It should be the constant of the foreign
policy of India to maintain friendly and
cooperative relations with all nations and to
avoid entanglement in military or similar alli-
ances which tend to divide up the world in rival
groups and thus endanger the world.” Principles
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of India’s foreign policy are

1) Non-Alignment.

2) Panchsheel and Peaceful co-existence.

3) Opposition to Racial Discrimination.

4) Foreign Economic Aid and India’s In-
dependent policy.

5) Support to the United Nations.

6) Peaceful Settlement of International
Disputes.

Conclusion:

India-Bangladesh relations over the years
reflect the prominence of coercive elements in
India’s hegemonic role in South Asia. This
perception will affect the development of long term
institutional relationships with smaller neighbours
of South Asia. This was clearly reflected in India’s
aversion towards multilateral cooperation
frameworks like SAARC and the lack of reciproca-
tion in trade and economic cooperation with
countries, as seen with Bangladesh. The last
decade has seen a new development in India’s
foreign policy. The recentimprovement in relations
between India and Bangladesh suggests, there is
a growing realisation that increased cooperation
will bring substantial socio-economic benefits that
can no longer be overlooked. India is committed
to work with the government of Bangladesh to
open new vistas in bilateral relations. Both
countries need each other in the current regional
and global environment. So, both countries must
look forward with a constructive spirit to develop
bilateral relations which may helpin making South
Asia stable and secure.
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e T IIdkldies afaror sTrferara
TESUN TSTRT o A STPTaTis IRt
Rt a7 TR IMEfET= JiSu Hld STHaET
EATdteT faor Tferar=i Ufaeifas qrodeHT
ST Juarget=n e sneaHaar e
T EUST ST ST WS TS AT reard
STRET HUATET T ST 3Te.

YHR U G 4o UgA feror
STt TMfSTer, TSifehd 3. SaeEl 8id
STHUT—AT IS SATRET =g =T qdqoms
feyoT STIRTAT WETdIes T=AT TSI i
ST AR AT FdST 378, 9Tk AT T
=T gat, a8 F 3TST AT TESAT He]
T SR STR™ST el ada a1 o4
UfEIm S TSTRROT=AT SeoT= J4oTH
T ST IR STEET JaaT 3Te.

eferor STferardies  wrear=  faesr
AT I SRl AT 2l oo e,
I SMSS ded g g qaome  =faror
STITEER. FF ST A= ARET Hagd IR
R ST IIAehid Sfaror ATl favmig
qIdcSia STTfeh  USTRIONT Heldodl  FEuH
I IAq STHAATE 3T ISATHE ST
el U 3 AT fomd. amey <feror
ST AT IRT F ST I oy T e
YRAET 0T SRl ATEls  hroEsd

Fr YT 378 I R TR e
HETAT=T Y FT 3TE.
o ZfROT FIRTAT —

AT ST AR ISTRie ferrsar=an
SRUTREIe TRl STIARTsIa Taa SfaymT STIferar
T T1e 3ATesge> ST, 2faror Sqifram=ar gez=ar
STHMOTEA € ATd <97 fed. & T9oT uesT
ffasT TSTEE=aT 2l 9RAT TGS AT 19
T 2.

aferor STfSTar ' ufed s, wee
T YT I Sl 31, TevEE Aar geend
Jaffies ARAEOAET G 3. a9 JE!
qred Huodl 9 isaoee= &He 3ATe. T
ST a7 aFTdies TSI, T afera
ITTIFRF Mg, Tde AT TSR =]
3T =g, g AT TaheudT STSHel
T fagT TR,

ST ITedae d Hodl Wei=ar o
T PINTER 3T T AU Y HosT .
SIST=AT AT UATST g9 g Aqae AeaT
T AT I I TS, SUST=AT Hedded AT
TS BIhIMEr=n AN TSI g&ard STl .
ST STFOTAT BT USST FAURT Sk A
YIS FESHT TR ST qEosT 3T, Jeies
qHETHT=AT Thed-d dTe®e-  JuT—AT  THIEAT
M o Je TSg9 ATUAER R T T
3TE. ATHSS SUST Too=aT HSESd TRIRIHAT
N7 SMThaT A= BRET TEE T eET @l
T UehT 3T fG9F areares i@ fager.
ST ARATIAT =T & =T T 2]
IA ST AT g SERvled AR A
SIS, fHIfeeT aursar=ar faHdR a1 ST
SO HAISAT 3TUR ST SHSH  BIehuTelE
BT T <M SEHIMEE TAM wHS
I fFga Id. 98 <Eie SEmE  afRT
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ST T JSe 37U 378,
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ST Tediud T ATdie Toaredages afv=m
AT g8 JAura grafawges 3fead T
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BTG SR TS MUl 9RA SATFRH Hi=T
3TR. YRAE! SREET U=E 3. I S
el & A 3Te ¥ IMnEl 3TS HROT
3TTed.

=T SN Wie eTver afymeago
ST Ty R T e
IR HHT 3T, TG AT AETe o= ST]
e <faor emframaed enf, wruT, STfoT
SSTeRa=T THT I TS HEEST w9 odTd.

2 U0 TV AaEAdT <RT=AT &R ST,
HSH AMT FTFeST AT U 9T TSI
TSHM TEHEd FA 24y W SSHRTETAT
FET IEAT ATH TMEE glve  wauara
SIS, R AT GAAGH HaH Tl HEeAT
3T TE IFST AR T 2RE¥ W A
ST M HHEAT TIOT STt
o T gdtam fEyUT STTET —

ST WA AT SUEsS Fdd S,
T e SfAuT ST & T AT eETT
FgareT AT A9 3Ted. Sfavehe TR @
Y=, 3cae STI0T 4o it uad 3ffed . 9

YRATST LTS STHTAeh, ST HaemE
T FgAfRTTET 3T WO, TG ST ST
ST TaierTe O JeHi= feseTeraa=n
3T ST 3TE. TUF &g TSTRROMTTE aF
qed G =auaeT e T & IR
RO ST 3T, AT AT FeUH aTediel
cfaror ST eFfty TSThRuTST =TT fies
IEHSGT TR, ARG AT TSRS ST
TA ATTYRT @9 3R ST
o FRY WRTEA JWIRM™EA JATw® RSe
HIAAERE () = T —

2_¢o =T GHANH TRI0T AT &5
TEFA=aT Hodadd Ho8 Ui, 2%¢2 T

STEETE € dFifos Sle™ STEr U
FHRIYA A 378, JUad Feargd o
et fardieT Faadd Fed TSHiET, HisaT
T oYUl UhHHGR=AT TSATd TS wdd
2. ¢ T IAFA IIST dgdeh YeoT fafasr
TSTIA=AT STHBNETST Ushadal.

fSIfaeT TSTae GucaHaR 39T g Tasid
T TS T [Haaod grame, diifeas
THTcHAT 70T WS §R0T 3TRGuA WEas
7T qEUATEET 3T STUED BIdl. 379

TSI, JAH, YR, ATStead, aTes, TfehadrT
STMOT il AT TTq <VMT G Gfrar=t
FoF A, A T ¢¢3 TG 3TV A3k
ST T AT AT ST & ekt
STERATHT HST Sh0drd 3TST AN IrErat
UFHIfcHs Hdl HEAHT SGUATT TS, O
29ch TR TR AT RO NPTAE TwI=AT
IMET gHEEl R a{ue et O 9y
o TR 3% feHe S—sTiaw
3T GTehal ST "X ST ST, 3790

TI—2d 99 J=AT ik TEeI=T ST ST,

e E fRar Stfae geATaRt THTe
TEFRF TIR B3 IR ATEl. HROT AT eFTdiS
T <IN Uk A 9737 Toedl. @ T Sfaqor
ST TIMAT ARATIGA  SATIeATar Jard
ST 9/pl Tadl 379 ared 3Td. &I AT

AT I TR 8T ol Te&d 97
ST,

quEe <IN GIEdE gEET, A
Urifses TahTeHa= 3T, TSiehd T

TEJOTIOT WehpHeri=aT 37d0d aTsiHed g&qaq 7

SAr-akirad]: [nterdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal [ylsEled 1 g X X((N] 1)




MAH MUL/03051/2012
ISSN: 2319 9318

Oct. T.o Dec. 2016 072
Spicel Issue
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ST e § WW Ueged AuATErat
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YA Ush e Hecd 3OS feqd. e
Hieera 39 ed. I Jear=aT ey

TSTHRONT TT Hel Juid 9RArEl Jeast
Rt g feE amrdl uRdrehgT 2

YA AT TR 9707 § SIfes  9Tddl
3TIfoT GRrao Ufees. AraTdt TR o STIfeTaT

FAHSS TI, T|Iadranases  Taus g
AfeAdie TRATET T, SEONgT TRA™=T

T et ST e Tgd ST
gROT TRIAH R

Hg ST [, fosie o TasHIdies YRAT=t

ARAT TR IR0T § GLETAoT Tahahard
BT, THE TR STOT T A Sl T
Il At TwEad dae A faed

el Id 3. 24T 9RarE! Ot aerdar
FAUI=T o B STHSST WA Sviferdnd.
T T GHOMH SfRI0T ST e

FLOGTET BT, STHMdeh TSThIONAIS  Fadr

T T Sedid A T T TEnfod

IO ATl S&fioT AR BRE 3
AR I IR GEATATARGT ST TSTeRROTHE
Y AYST AT IHIT WSS Tl F afor
ST favrira Aerdedt auar @e 39
Bl

IRAH Yo 0T AT e
o wecr FavaEdl desoedr T
fIva=a IS T 9R0T Tgecg TS
TSt T RadeEu =T SIuEhieT e,

TRoe fHard. R fiErde Jee IsgET
3TST YRATAT STk TSI Aece Had
T2 SN Al RATRS a9, dae
TEUT SOgEl o SO IS 3R,

o WRA IRUT AAMRTAT U7 SFIfas dISa™
e —

ST STIFITEAT a7 aET= Had Hidl 3ATe.
YETAE AT GEH STEeR. daad  Sudr
0T 3T Miepd e 2ATST 3Tfdas QrnfSTes 3TfoT
T garea™ dee BamT fegdard. &R
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STIITATE T HariTcies Tald STaes=T IS
T ASST TR Teh 3T IS 3T
T SN HYHIET YSUT BT ATTUATE HesHe
STEHT gREAT st 9uEan 9933t

TS TS SHERAT Nk TeuH

2’R0 TIAqEm BY. AMAT Sfeeud grra
o 3for STm=aT AT fSvT a @rgeet
(WTSTRT0T, 3STARI0T,  STIfeh [ShLoT) OTT=IT
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YT —ITh HeY =21l a8 f[Afv=a =1
=T IR TR HiSUlt Sod! ..
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AT T SROT=AT Sfaerm= ST
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Hegrer B9 |Iarl.
2220 TR AT TSTHOMAS B
TEHd YaTe ST B3 el aF SITehd AR

TGN @S IRATET AR T Ed
TSTehrd, SR, T, o I difas
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TSt arel <vd 9 fAEner eranfEd
FOAHS I AUl TR S F
faia Gorg fFEr oA e
. Hemaeld TAfI®: oAl 4B
I T=AT  ATRSear=r 9949

At g fafder aged st fafaer-r
eI IR DT ST W STATTETST AHH=T
STETAFHT AT Tt 3TN bt ARATA S

TSR TTfes STIfoT ISt ST &2
I T e EY gE S, TH. 2’40
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HfoFde g dfe § <@ $H. g6 95T
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YT SISl AsR S, a7 waedigar [Heat
ST T =T ST 0T STTST. AT TS
qffres iiwichg AT ol oara ST,
MoEH=aT TWaIaHa NSHT TIHRT dfbes

TSia Tt At ST, arqaa affes ds@r 9
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oIt & foee at=ara dig T99 5. AT T
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THAT SN Td qEul=it Ushd Iqd dffHes
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i=ad gorar FHT sra=r e == g%
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IRT F AtSH a1 Fredr ffevm=ar aeEwaT
gFd Sl arel <ond Ut gaer 3THeT
T sfiod TRar=aT Ifarda=ar arong aifdar
T SIfSE=AT dRUTS YRR FHesT. TRATT
foret aed Taea Ut g TEum AT o
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2. UHRE . % SHAM 020
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(India’s Role in SAARC Organazation)

1. S. gfAar sifaamer e,
giTem™E Fed Fol, afrsy J fasm
melfacarasa  MaaaTr,
HrBUArS! a1 Hauama, ST.37 AR

Jelclclclclclelelelok

grEafass (— Odra STE ST
STHIFHST FIeaTd SfRI0T VAT 37T TEuTard.
TSIV, ST TOT ATSAT a1 A1q T2
TUIEST BT AT Gra AUl IR © JHdey
TZ 3. U, aTeReT d HAtodad &
e w2 smed. diew 9 gam @
e T2 AT, T AU T g T TR
SR AT AT T TG T Tl
Ja =feror T TEieT RSt 2 2 ey
T Geh AT & TEa= SO SOt

e AT = Qo7 g afror ST
e T T 3T, AT <R 3TEl TUdrd

Tl b HaheddT (Basic Ideas of
SAARC) =feror TfTar=n HaimoT faera =grar
ST AT GG U@ aE HESAT STHTEr
T SIOTE JAUIT dehTo = aiToTesT 3Ty
fBrar ST—=HE AT S, s it U
UEE JOR T § df YErd <A efaroT
TTTe T=MT oAl aead feor. =t
YA 2 . SfRroT ST Arar fRar ardt
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TEHIAT=AT AEqT Had et et a5
TEUM TEUTIA0T, 3T SifoT T faerm,
e T HEEdET A7 AT GHEeT
FOATT 3.
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T Goi=AT AR 3caaT ST JHET=
W THEST BT

Qie=AT AEUSEET AT GUEaR 95
=7 TS for = HrsfavarESt Sl arsr
FAUATT ITTST. AT FHcll AT STAS ST
e TR TSR SeRIvTad =T TS

SAr-akirad]: [nterdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal [ylsEled 1 g X X((N] 1)




MAH MUL/03051/2012
ISSN: 2319 9318

a@fw Oct. T.o Dec. 2016 0108
Spicel Issue

ST qoioT 2 STRST ARl a8 STIT qHIEY
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e IUAATSHET gAfaum—ar uiiss faest
TNUET R AT ST, 2 %% T HIS
Y ST JIAT Gk qilueHsd  fywaria
TS SR JEEl JEET SR 38,

forater. == Bl SIS HUAT SAIuard

STETSTEl STohld @ Foardeast Aol soara

ATS. AT URUCHED UHlfcHEh: Hl HIrIHH
ANGTATT TS, AT FRASHIT TSRS
Fret At fas ST TS Ay e,

STST. T RS ooy TAT =fyuT STIf¥TAT
g¥d R e far g 3fege fFuiia
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Tehrar=aT YEAEehs revdr= qRAr=T geeh
T THhNHE TS . U SR uw
e vl U e gqret oT9f waret
GEATIA 3= 372, JAUrad "erd forar
SISO SfR0T SAMVTE T2 <o w@rar
it geerdt S9ear 19t ST 379

e O i AHdd g9 TauEEET ST,
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